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ON PENTECOST 


Lord God, as once on Pentecos} 
Thy Spirit came to bless 
Thy followers and gave to them) 
New strength and steadfastness, 


We praise Thy holy name and plez 
As Thou didst once display 
Thy power, send Thy Spirit no 
Descend on us, we pray. 


Increase our faith, hope, charit: 
And strengthen every heart 

With courage to proclaim Thy gre 
That never will depart. 


Grant wisdom, piety, and zeal 
To all who teach Thy Word, 

That everywhere, at home, abro« 
Thy message may be heard. 


O Holy Spirit, Comforter, 
Grant that all men may be i 
Led to the precious Lamb of Gs 
And purified by Thee. 


Tucson, Ariz. Marie C. Tt 


PEE THE COVER 


From 6 to 8:30 o’clock on Sunday evenings, members of St. Lou 
Walther League societies take part in a special ministry to children at ti 
Fourth Street Lutheran Community Center, one of two sponsored by tf 
local Lutheran Business Women. 


Thirty to forty children from the neighborhood come for the week 
activities, which include recreation, refreshments, religious instruction, at 
devotions. 


Leaguers of Hope Church plan and conduct the program one Sundi 
every month. Members of the St. Louis Senior Walther League Local teaa 
classes on Saturday mornings, help during the week, or assist with VE 
and summer camps. 


The cover shows Herb Jaeckel and other Hope Church leaguers servit 
refreshments. 


Miss Lee Holtzen, R.N., nursing 
instructor at St. Louis Lutheran 
Hospital, joins children in com- 
munity singing before closing de- 
votions. 
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Nil News of the Church in the World 


Assign Positions to 
Candidates and Vicars 


At its St. Louis meeting last month 
e Board of Assignment filled 934 
lls and applications for ministerial 
id teacher candidates and vicars. 
Pastoral calls were issued to 150 
aduates of the St. Louis seminary, 36 
the Sprinfield seminary, and four ac- 
pted by colloquy. There were 28 calls 
filled. 

Ten of the total 190 candidates will 
» to foreign missions; 11 will teach in 
lleges, seminaries, and Lutheran high 
hools. 

A total of 256 undergraduates of 
e two theological seminaries were as- 
med to a year of intern work before 
turning for their final year of study. 
dditional requests for 60 such workers 
uld not be filled. 

Of 591 calls for teacher graduates 
ym the two four-year colleges and the 
ecial two-year courses at other 
hools, only 256 could be filled, 130 
r men and 126 for women. 

Another 182 applications were re- 
ived for student teachers, with 232 
ailable. The remaining 50 were placed 
other positions. 

The next two issues of the WITNESS 
ll carry pictures of the graduates. 


St. Louis Church Adopts 
Race Integration Policy 


Never before faced with the problem 
integration, yet looking to the future, 
Trinity Church, St. Louis, in this 
centennial year has adopted a state- 
nt of policy on integration “which 
iy be helpful to other congregations 
a similar position,” according to Rev. 
alter C. Ostermeier. 
Following is the statement adopted 
arch 9, 1959, by St. Trinity’s voters’ 
embly without a dissenting vote: 

Our congregation has during the first 
century of its existence served primarily 
nembers of the white, or Caucasian, 
‘ace. There are no requests or applica- 
ions from members of other races at 
he present time for membership in our 
‘-hurch or enrollment in its educational 
igencies. 

However, as Christians we have been 
‘ommissioned by our Lord to teach and 
yaptize all nations. God gave His Son 
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into death to atone for the sins of all 
men. Scripture states that “there is nei- 
ther Jew nor Greek, there is neither 
bond nor free, there is neither male nor 
female: for we are all one in Christ 
Jesus,” Galatians 3:28. In his vision the 
apostle John saw before the throne of 
the Lamb “a great multitude, which no 
man could number, of all nations and 
kindreds and people and tongues,” Reve- 
lation 7:9. God has made it our obli- 
gation to share the saving Gospel with 
any sinful soul that we have opportunity 
to reach. 


Therefore the Board of Elders is 
unanimous in its opinion that any soul 
sincerely seeking the ministrations of the 
means of grace from our congregation 
should be received into the church, its 
parochial school, or its Sunday school 
without regard to race or color. 

The statement was published in the 
congregational newsletter and sent into 
every home. 


Church-Related Schools 
Get Large Legacies 


Hartwick College, Oneonta, N. Y., 
which is supported by the United Lu- 
theran Synod of New York and New 
England (ULCA), has received a be- 
quest of $1,700,000 from the estate of 
the late Miss Marion Yager, former 
resident of Oneonta, who died in Italy 
in February. The school is the sole 
residual beneficiary of the estate. 

Westminster Theological Seminary, 
Philadelphia, has been designated to 
receive $473,000 of the $1 million es- 
tate left by Miss Marguerite Montgom- 
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Chaplain (Lt. Col.) Luther G. 


ery of Rochester, N. Y., who died last 
year at the age of 96. 

The independent seminary was 
founded in 1929 by the late Dr. J. 
Gresham Machen and a group of other 
clergy and educators who left the Pres- 
byterian Church in the U.S. A. 


New York City Survey 
Shows Integrated Status 
Of Lutheran Churches 


Eighty of 167 Lutheran churches in 
the New York metropolitan area said 
they are interracial, according to a re- 
cent questionnaire survey. 

Fifty others reported they are willing 
to be integrated but are not because of 
their homogeneous neighborhoods. 

Another 37 repiied they are not in- 
terracial and gave no indication of their 
interest or lack of interest in becoming 
integrated. 

Questionnaires were sent to 305 Lu- 
theran churches in the survey con- 
ducted by the Lutheran Welfare Coun- 
cil of New York. 

The council noted that among the 
138 congregations failing to answer are 
a number “known to be interracial in 
fact and in interest.” They could not 
be included in the report because they 
had failed to reply. 

Of the 80 integrated churches, 68 are 
predominantly white, six mostly Negro, 
and one mainly Chinese. The other 
five are more racially mixed. One con- 
gregation has 28 nationalities in its 
membership; another has 22. 


H. Schliesser of the Missouri Synod 
conducts field services for the 101st Airborne Division at Fort Campbell, Ky. 
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News of the Church in the World 


Lutheran Man Trains for 
First Space Flight 


One of the seven candidates chosen 
for America’s first attempt to send 
a man into outer space is a member of 
the Evangelical Lutheran Church. 

He is Capt. Donald K. Slayton of 
Sparta, Wis., an Air 
Force test pilot for 
the past four years, 
who looks at* space 
travel as “a natural 
expansion of flight” 
and considers his se- 
lection for the project 
as “an excellent op- 
portunity to be in on 
something new.” 

Slayton and _ the 
other astronaut volunteers are at Lang- 
ley AFB, Va., for two years of intensive 
training before one of them becomes 
Mercury Astronaut No. 1 sometime in 
1961. 

If all goes well, the spaceman will 
be blasted 125 miles into the sky by 
an Atlas ICBM and will circle the globe 
two or three times at 18,000 mph be- 
fore landing in the Atlantic Ocean. 

Captain Slayton, a member of Trin- 
ity Lutheran Church, Sparta, Wis., has 
been an Air Force test pilot for four 
years. A veteran pilot with 3,400 flying 
hours, he flew 63 combat missions dur- 
ing World War II. 

To the question of how important 
a role religion plays in providing a sus- 
taining faith to take part in the new 


Capt. Slayton 


adventure, the Lutheran pilot had this 
comment: “I don’t feel that any par- 
ticular extra faith is called for in this 
program over what we normally have.” 

Stating his primary motivation for 
accepting his role in Project Mercury, 
he said, “I feel that this is the future 
of not only this country but the world. 
We have gone about as far as we can 
on this globe, and we will have to start 
looking around a bit.” 


Has Color-Blind Church, 
Says Milwaukee Pastor 


Obeying a Court higher than the 
U.S. Supreme Court, Trinity Lutheran 
Church, Milwaukee, is “color blind,” 
says Rev. Erwin G. Tieman. 

During the first part of her 112-year 
history, Trinity Church served in an 
age of immigration, almost exclusively 
in the German language. 

Then came the age of migration, as 
people moved to the suburbs and Eng- 
lish became the language of the mem- 
bers, and Trinity served in both 
languages. 

Now she serves in the age of integra- 
tion, “when our problem is not so much 
two languages as two colors.” (Trinity 
discontinued the German on April 1.) 

Of 76 baptisms during 1958, 18 were 
of colored children. Two colored boys 
were in this year’s confirmation class. 
And next year the class will be almost 
half colored. 

“We follow this course,” Pastor Tie- 
man told his congregation, “not because 
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THE HOLY SPIRIT AND I 


Without the work of the Holy 
Ghost J would not be a child of God 
and an heir of heaven. 

Being born again by the Holy 
Spirit, I and all my fellow Christians 
confess Jesus Christ as Lord and 
Savior and God. “No man can say 
that Jesus is the Lord but by the 
Holy Ghost,” 1 Corinthians 12:3. 

And I am reminded of Jesus’ 
words: “Except a man be born of 
water and of the Spirit, he cannot 
enter into the kingdom of God,” 
John 3:5. 

And it is the Holy Ghost who 
sanctifies me. “But ye are washed, 
but ye are sanctified, but ye are jus- 


tified in the name of the Lord Jesus 
and by the Spirit of our God,” 1 Co- 
rinthians 6:11. “Ye” includes me. 

And it is the Holy Spirit who 
helps me understand God and His 
Word and Christ and His sacrifice, 
for the Spirit leads into all truth. 

Martin Luther summed it all up 
in his explanation of the Third Arti- 
cle: “J believe that 7 cannot by my 
own reason or strength believe in 
Jesus Christ, my Lord, or come to 
Him; but the Holy Ghost has called 
me by the Gospel, enlightened me 
with His gifts, sanctified and kept 
me in the true faith.” 

I should be praying for a fuller 
measure of the Holy Spirit, mine for 
the asking. “If ye, then, being evil, 
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of the action of the Supreme Court, br 
because a Higher Court has long ag 
decreed that we are to ‘preach the Gop 
pel to every creature.’” 


Two Pioneer Officials of 
Wheat Ridge Die 


Dr. August Huxhold, 89, first med 
cal director of Lutheran Sanatorium 
Wheat Ridge, Colo., died at the sana 
torium April 11, 1959. During the fir 
five years of the institution’s histor 
he would walk out to the sanatoriu1 
from his office in Denver to take cai 
of the patients. He also served on t 
original board. His death followed tha 
of another member of the sanatoriu 
early committees. 

Will Walther, financial secretary 1 
the early years of Wheat Ridge’s exisg 
ence, died March 30. 

Both of these men played a vital pa 
in establishing the institution of merc 
which for 55 years has served Lutherar 
afflicted with tuberculosis. 


Sacramento County Banss 
Crime Comic Books 


An ordinance banning the sale a 
crime comic books has been adoptes 
by the Sacramento County Supervisor 

The ordinance makes it a misdd 
meanor to sell or circulate any crim 
comic book to a person under 18. Le 
Angeles County has a similar ord] 
nance, which the courts have uphela 


know how to give good gifts unto 
your children, how much more shall 
your heavenly Father give the Holy 
Spirit to them that ask Him?” Luke 
Eiat3. 

In the measure that I pray ear- 
nestly for the indwelling of the Holy 
Spirit and in the measure that I do 
not resist His stirring of my spirit 
as I read and hear and ponder the 
Word of my God and as I partake 
of the Holy Supper, I will grow in 
grace, in faith, and in good works. 

I am reminded that Stephen, who 
prayed for his enemies, that Peter, 
who preached with power on Pente- 
cost, that Barnabas, who was gener- 
ous in supporting Christ’s name 
financially, were all filled with the 
Holy Ghost. 

_ David's petition, sung in the morn- 
ing worship, must ever be my 
prayer: ““Take not Thy Holy Spirit 
from me.” 

RUDOLPH S. RESSMEYER 
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MANPOWER DRAWN INTO HOME MISSIONS 
MAY INCREASE NUMBER OF VACANCIES 


Still planning and working to reach 
a “reasonable goal” of 1,350 new con- 
gregations for the decade 1956—65, the 
Board for Missions in North and South 
America notes that “the number of va- 
cancies in our church may increase as 
a large proportion of our manpower is 
drawn into the home mission field.” 

To achieve this goal, the Board will 
require additional funds for giving 
“greater assistance to the Districts for 
the home mission work which they con- 
duct in Synod’s behalf.” 

Also needed for an expansion pro- 
gram which will use to best advantage 
the church’s manpower and financial 
resources is more co-ordination of 
effort. “We have frequently had 32 
different home mission programs and 
policies,” states the Board’s triennial 
report. “If our church is to make 
a significant impact on unchurched 
America, we shall have to co-ordinate 
our efforts to a greater degree.” 


Areas of Concern 


Areas of concern, according to the 
Board, are rural and urban regions 
undergoing drastic changes. Synod will 
be asked to “employ the personnel and 
services necessary to meet the challenge 
of the changing scene in rural and 
urban areas.” 

Since inner-city churches frequently 
provide the greatest mission challenge 
in a metropolitan area, the Board rec- 
ommends: 

“1. That Synod re-emphasize its 1956 
resolutions regarding race relations in 
national and worldwide church work; 

2. That District mission boards en- 
courage and support congregations 
which desire to meet the challenge of 
their communities; 

3. That District mission boards con- 
sider the establishment of an effective 
mission program in those inner-city 
areas not being adequately served by 
one of our congregations; and 

4. That all congregations be encour- 
aged to conduct a self-study and refrain 
from relocating or vacating an area 
until such a study has been completed 
and evaluated. 


Evangelism Thrust 


Although during the past triennium 
2,382 congregations have participated 
in 122 area evangelism missions, the 
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Evangelism Department says there 
“seems to be no decline in requests 
for PTR missions.” 

As a direct result of these missions, 
the department comments, “many of 
our congregations have been motivated 
to make community canvasses and to 
send out lay visitors in the power of 
the Holy Spirit with the living Word 
in a systematic way.” 

More than 1,500,000 worshipers, in- 
cluding 109,000 nonmembers, have at- 
tended special evening services in con- 
nection with PTR missions. 

The department recommends that 
congregations use pre-Lent and Lent 
of 1960 for an intensive Synodwide 
evangelism thrust, which will combine 
main features of the PTR and the 
“Sharing Christ” plan of the ALPB. 


Latin-American Missions 


Objectives of our church’s work in 
Latin-American countries, according to 
the Board, are the following: 

1. The joint extension of the king- 
dom of God. 

Dee cOplemoneall 


nationalities and 


23 Congregations Move 
From Inner City 


A total of 23 inner-city congrega- 
tions affiliated with Synod have relo- 
cated, a recent survey shows. 

“It would appear that some of the 
churches which relocated made no pro- 
visions whatever for continuing a Lu- 
theran ministry in the area they were 
serving,” observed Rev. William H. 
Hillmer, Executive Secretary of the 
Board for Home Missions. 

He added that “we cannot justify 
taking a Lutheran ministry out of 
a community simply because a ‘difler- 
ent kind of people’ have come into the 
community.” 

Made by the Board for the period 
from 1949 to 1958, the survey also re- 
vealed that in cities of more than 50,000 
population five churches closed, three 
merged, and 31 became interracial. 

“Interracial,” it was noted, meant 
that the congregations were receiving 
people of other races and colors into 
their membership or into their educa- 
tional agencies or both. 
a 
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of the San Francisco Convention 


races in saving fellowship with Christ 
and in fraternal fellowship with us and 
with one another. 

3. Recruitment, training, and activa- 
tion of consecrated and competent 
church workers. 

4. Edification of those within the 
body of faith. 

5. Self-propagating sister churches 
which, practicing self-government and 
self-support at the earliest possible date, 
will have an outreach to their entire 
nation and will join with us and other 
sister churches in conducting a mission 
program throughout the world. 

These objectives, the Board recog- 
nizes, “particularly the fifth, cannot be 
achieved at once but will have to be 
realized on a progressive basis.” 

Population of Latin America, now 
about 175 million, is expected to reach 
370 million by 2000, with the greatest 
percentage of growth in Brazil and 
Mexico. 

The Brazil District (102,833 souls, 
57,918 communicants) in its 1959 con- 
vention took far-reaching action to re- 
organize its administrative structure, to 
co-ordinate its program of higher ed- 
ucation, and to intensify its work in 
northern Brazil. 

After its 1959 convention the Ar- 
gentine District (18,053 souls, 10,705 
communicants) also reorganized its ad- 
ministrative framework. 

Resident Counselors Robert Gussick, 
Panama, and Walter Dorre, Sao Paulo, 
Brazil, represent the Board, facilitating 
communication and personal contact 
with officials, boards, and workers. 

Through these representatives, says 
the Board, “direct counsel can be pro- 
vided toward the early development of 
indigenous sister churches.” 


Proposed Handbook Revisions 


For the benefit of Synod’s Districts, 
congregations, and members the Board 
recommends that the synodical Hand- 
book state the church’s objective and 
responsibility in the area of missions. 

“A growing number of people who 
worship and serve the true God” is the 
proposed objective. The recommended 
responsibility: “The congregation of 
believers in a community has the re- 
sponsibility of reaching out to all in 
the community who do not yet know 
the Lord Jesus Christ. . . . Through 
Synod, member congregations have 
jointly assumed , responsibility for the 
evangelization of the world.” 

(Continued on page 15) 


What Can the Church Do About | N N TTEEGG RRAATT! ! oO N N ‘| 


By REUBEN C. BAERWALD 


Sef ea HAS BECOME, for the 
most part, a social convention — 

convenient in time of trouble, 
but devoid of responsibility,” says 
Roger Burlingame in The American 
Conscience. 

From churches throughout our na- 
tion a thousand voices rise in protest: 
“Who says we're ‘devoid of responsibil- 
ity’? Why, we have bigger budgets, 
more buildings, larger memberships, 
and better programs than ever before!” 

Yet sober analysis of major issues 
today reveals that “bigger budgets” and 
“larger memberships” do not always 
add up to spiritual leadership. Mr. Bur- 
lingame warns against a weakness which 
undermines the churches’ proclamation. 

The problem of racial tension is 
a case in point. Is the proclamation of 
the Gospel geared to men in this situa- 
tion? Are churches speaking with the 
voice of God’s Law against intolerance, 
pride, hatred, persecution, brutality? 
Are they in their fellowship showing 
the all-inclusive love of God depicted 
in the New Testament? 

Churches may become so much 
a part of their culture that they often 
cannot separate themselves from it to 
lead in God’s paths. Churches are in 
danger of doing no more than watching 
society and following its patterns and 
judgments. While preaching a Gospel 
which frees from slavery of sin, death, 
and devil, churches must guard against 
becoming enslaved by the fear of being 
out of step with the world about them. 
Then the dynamic of Christian fellow- 
ship — for which early Christians 
suffered ridicule, persecution, and 
death — is gone. 


Missouri Synod 


Is The Lutheran Church— Missouri 
Synod dealing effectively with the in- 
ner city and its racial problems? Is she 
witnessing with undivided voice? She 
dare never become the victim of the 
prejudice and intolerance often ex- 
pressed in her environment and some- 
times whispered from within her own 
membership. She must not, merely for 
fear of soiling her hands in an unpop- 
ular cause, move out of the inner city 
into more attractive communities. 

Solutions are not easy. We cannot 
in one day overcome emotional atti- 
tudes and fears built up and tolerated 
for generations. Nor can the complexi- 
ties of our cultural patterns be wished 
out of existence. But they can be over- 
come by the Gospel of Christ, who has 
conquered Satan and his kingdom. “For 
whatever is born of God overcomes the 
world; and this is the victory that over- 
comes the world, our faith,” 1 John 5:4. 

In this way we learn to love: “Who- 
ever confesses that Jesus is the Son of 
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God, God abides in him, and he in 
God. So we know and believe the love 
God has for us. God is love, and he 
who abides in love abides in God, and 
God abides in him. In this is love per- 
fected with us, that we may have con- 
fidence for the Day of Judgment, be- 
cause as He is, so are we in this world. 
_.. We love, because He first loved us,” 
1 John 4:15-19 RSV. 


Concrete Terms 


Haven’t we been preaching this in 
our churches? Certainly. But perhaps 
we have not been genuinely concerned 
about spelling out applications in con- 
crete terms. As a result we are often 
caught unprepared for moral judgments 
on specific issues. Unprepared or una- 
ware of the revolutionizing implications 
of the Gospel we preach and teach, we 
tend to act on the basis of attitudes and 
influences not taught and guided by the 
Spirit of God. 

John gives a good example of such 
specific application when he follows up 
what he says about love with: “If any- 
one says, ‘I love God,’ and hates his 
brother, he is a liar; for he who does 
not love his brother whom he has seen 
cannot love God whom he has not 
seen,” 1 John 4:20 RSV. 

When deep-seated or trained habits 
of prejudice are exposed as sin, a Chris- 
tian recognizes how much of his flesh 
needs to be crucified and where his will 
must still be captured by Christ. Obe- 
dience to Christ, however, despite the 
resistance of the flesh, becomes the test 
of our faith. 

Braced by the fellowship of the Spirit, 
members of congregations must in pa- 
tience, humility, and prayer begin to 
speak to one another about the impli- 
cations of the Gospel. The church’s 
proclamation in sermons, Bible classes, 
topic studies, must say and stress such 
things as the following: 

1. A Christian is concerned for the 
welfare of his neighbor even if he has 
another color. Contrary to the com- 
mandment of love are hatred, discrimi- 
nation, exploitation, harassment, and 
acts of violence such as occur when 
minority races move into new neigh- 
borhoods, patronize places of business, 
attend public meetings or educational 
institutions. 

2. A Christian obeys the law. Re- 
cent Supreme Court decisions concern- 
ing integration in the public schools 
have met with reaction ranging from 
acceptance to open rebellion. Some 
have claimed that such decisions are 
unconstitutional; others have openly 
defied the courts. 

Now, the church weighs the moral 
implications of such decisions. The 
state judges their constitutionality. And 
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in our democracy there are ways of 
changing laws. But unless laws are > 
changed in due process, no Christian 
has the right to disobey or defy the 
highest court in the land. 

This does not mean that Christians. 
must blindly obey government. “We: 
ought to obey God rather than men.” 
It means that we are “subject to higher’ 
powers” of government as an authority 
ordained by God. 

Certainly no high school student can 
in defiance of law conspire or act to: 
keep Negroes from high school. Cer- 
tainly no adult can encourage circum- 
vention of the law or participate in 
mob rule which frustrates the law. Even 
though this view of obedience may not 
be popular with some people, it is right 
here that we must obey the “higher 
powers.” 

3. All churches are _ integrated 
churches. Christ integrates into His fel- 
lowship sinners of all kinds, races, and 
tongues. “God is no respecter of per- 
sons,” Scripture declares; “but in every 
nation he that feareth Him and worketh 
righteousness is accepted by Him,” Acts 
10:34, 35. 

Jesus never asks our opinion or hon- . 
ors our prejudices. He says, ‘““Him who 
comes to me I will not cast out... . 
For this is the will of My Father, that 
every one who sees the Son and believes 
in Him should have eternal life,” John 
6:37-40 RSV. 

Each little gathering of Christians, 
then, reflects the generous and univer- 
sal love of God. This does not mean 
that each congregation, to be Christian, 
must be multiracial. But it does mean 
that all churches are open without dis- 
crimination to all sinners who desire to 
hear the Word. No one is to be ex- 
cluded from a congregation because of 
his background or race or culture. 

A congregation is not a social club 
with the right to choose its own mem- 
bers; it is God’s fellowship created and 
determined by His grace in Christ. 


4. Do we not need to rethink our 
approach to domestic mission and 
church-extension work? Can mission 
societies and boards continue to think 
exclusively in terms of opening and sub- 
sidizing missions in new communities? 
Has the time not come to declare as 
missions some of our downtown, or 
inner-city, churches; to subsidize and 
staff and serve these “old” churches? 

Along with providing money and 
manpower, we need to motivate and 
educate members of these “old” 
churches to show concern for their fel- 
low redeemed in their own communities 
and to make common cause with them 
for Christ. 

In short, we must forget ourselves 
and be daily renewed in Christ’s love. 


THE LUTHERAN WITNESS 


ero IN FAITH and given a house 
of God before the kernel of a con- 

gregation was in evidence, the Lu- 
heran Church of the Prince of Peace, 


Tulsa, Okla., is currently planning 
. second morning service to accommo- 
late worshipers. 

“Our church was started in 1952,” 
vrites Rey. Karl E. Lutze, “under spon- 
orship of the Oklahoma District, with 
o-operation by the Lutheran Council 
f Greater Tulsa and the Missionary 
soard of the Synodical Conference.” 

When the white chapel of brick-and- 
tone construction was dedicated in 
eptember, Pastor Lutze and his family 
yere the only members. Today the 
oung parish lists 97 communicants, 
nd only five of these have been “‘trans- 
ers from other congregations.” 

An average Sunday attendance of 
10re than 200 in January 1958 led to 
n expansion project which lengthened 
xe chapel and added Timothy Hall, 

two-story education wing. Each 
ord’s Day brings an average of 140 
) Prince of Peace Sunday School. 

Most teen-agers reached by the par- 
sh have not been Lutherans. This pre- 
ented a challenge of such importance to 
re church that the Oklahoma District 
ngaged Miss Margaret Baden,-a stu- 


vente O59 


chairs are needed. 


dent in Valparaiso University’s youth 
leadership training program, to serve 
the Tulsa church. Twelve young people 
in her study group will probably be- 
come communicants this year. 

“Many of our Lutheran congrega- 
tions in colored communities are inter- 
racial in character,’ Pastor Lutze ob- 
serves, “inasmuch as the pastor’s family 
has membership in that particular par- 
ish. Prince of Peace represents one of 
the first of our churches to extend with 
success an invitation to both groups in 
a city in the area of the traditional 
South. 

“Oklahoma is known as a ‘border 
state.’ Generally speaking, such states 
have seen steps in integration taken 
with little difficulty. Tulsa, however, 
has a dark page in its history — a fierce 
race riot in 1921 —and is often de- 
scribed as a city whose Negro commu- 
nity is more clearly defined, geographi- 
cally, than that of any Southern city. 

“Yet here is a church in a predomi- 
nantly colored community extending 
a welcome in the name of Jesus to all 
men. In its outreach for the Savior, 
Prince of Peace Church has regularly 
served Caucasians through the years. 
Admittedly the number of white mem- 
bers is small and might be regarded as 
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Prince of Peace works extensively with children. 
VBS enrollment reached 318. 


Last year’s 


When more than 200 worship in Prince of Peace Church, folding 


only token, but seven regularly partake 
of the Lord’s Supper at our altar.” 

What is important is not the num- 
ber, the church’s minister stresses, “but 
the fact that this situation reflects a de- 
sire to take seriously the mandate of 
our Lord, ‘Make disciples of all na- 
tions!’ and to honor His prayer, ‘that 
they may be one.’ ” 

From the outset, he adds, even in the 
thinking and planning of the District 
Board of Directors, the church was to 
be a “Lutheran church serving its com- 
munity rather than a ‘Negro Lutheran 
church’ or a mission of inferior status.” 

The congregation has experienced 
only the “most cordial and co-operative 
relations” with the sister churches in 
the area and their auxiliary organiza- 
tions. They have consistently shared 
and worked together in joint projects, 
and all associations have manifested 
“genuine Christian love and_brother- 
hood.” 

Vice-president of the Lutheran Hu- 
man Relations Association of America, 
Pastor Lutze is also a charter member 
of the Tulsa Urban League, which has 
twice elected him president. He has 
served the National Urban League as 
consultant at special conferences and 
as a speaker at national conferences. 
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“Creation,” says Luther, “is an es- 
tablished fact, and redemption, too, is 
finished. But the Holy Spirit carries on 
His work without ceasing until the 
Last Day.” 

The Holy Spirit, the Third Person 
of the Holy Trinity, proceeds, goes out, 
from the Father and the Son as divine 
breath from God’s innermost being. 

“By the Word of the Lord were the 
heavens made, and all the host of them 
byaethess Breathe (Onss Spitttl| of Eis 
mouth,” Psalm 33:6. The Old Testa- 
ment Hebrew word ruach can mean 
either “breath” or “spirit”; and the New 
Testament Greek pneuma is “wind” or 
“breath” or “spirit.” 


Judgment 


Sometimes the Holy Spirit comes as 
a mighty wind of destruction, as Paul 
in 2 Thessalonians 2:8 prophesies the 
fate of Antichrist: “Then shall that 
Wicked be revealed, whom the Lord 
shall consume with the Spirit [RSV: 
slay with the breath] of His mouth.” 

On the same score Jesus spoke of 
the Holy Spirit not only as the Com- 
forter of believers but also as the Con- 
victer of those who oppose the Gospel: 
“And when He is come, He will reprove 
the world of sin and of righteousness 
and of judgment,” John 16:8. 

When people are brought to saving 
faith by the power of the Spirit, then 
later in the face of this conviction will- 
fully and persistently reject the Holy 
Spirit, they grievously sin against Him 
and lay themselves open to the unpar- 
donable sin: “All manner of sin and 
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blasphemy shall be forgiven unto men, 
but the blasphemy against the Holy 
Ghost shall not be forgiven unto men. 
And whosoever speaketh a word against 
the Son of Man, it shall be forgiven 
him; but whosoever speaketh against 
the Holy Ghost, it shall not be forgiven 
him, neither in this world, neither in 
the world to come,” Matthew 12:31, 32. 


Pentecost 


On the other hand, the descent of the 
Spirit on Pentecost, “with a sound from 
heaven as of a rushing mighty wind,” 
was for man’s sanctification. Here was 
fulfilled Christ’s promise that the Com- 
forter would come to teach, testify, and 
create faith. 

This was the last of the “wonderful 
works of God” in the interest of man’s 
salvation. Pentecost, with all the spir- 
itual power it released, represented 
God’s deep breath to quicken souls 
through the preaching of the Gospel. 

Pentecost was not the only occasion 
when the Holy Spirit was given. In 
times before and after was He sent 
as the Breath of God’s mouth. The Old 
Testament prophets “spake as they were 
moved by the Holy Ghost.” The pic- 
ture here is of a ship which will move 
only when the external force of the 
wind strikes the sails. It was because 
the Holy Spirit moved them that the 
holy men of God spoke God’s Word. 

The prophets, and later the apostles 
and evangelists, committed the Word 
of God to writing by the communica- 
tion of the Holy Spirit. In consequence 
Paul teaches that “all Scripture is given 
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by inspiration of God,” is “God- 
breathed.” In a manner certainly mirac-, 
ulous and beyond human explanation) 
the Holy Spirit communicated both) 
teaching and precise term to the in-+ 
spired penmen, thus through these hu-- 
man agents giving us the Bible. 


Gives Life 


The Holy Spirit is the deep breath 
of God in every aspect of the life of! 
man. As true God He is also divine: 
Creator, who participated in the crea-- 
tion of the world and of man. Job ac-- 
knowledges: “The Spirit of God hath; 
made me, and the breath of the Al-- 
mighty hath given me life,” Job 33:4. 

Above all does the Holy Spirit give: 
spiritual life and breath when through 
the Gospel He brings us to faith in 
Jesus Christ as our Savior. 

This truth is graphically set forth in 
Ezekiel’s vision of the valley of dry 
bones (Ezekiel 37). The bones picture 
man amid spiritual death, “dead in 
trespasses and sins.” God in His grace 
resolved with regard to these bones: 
“Behold, I will cause breath to enter 
into you, and ye shall live.” Ezekiel 
continues the account of the vision: 
“So I prophesied as He commanded 
me, and the breath came into them, 
and they lived.” 

When the Holy Spirit, as the life- 
giving Breath of God, calls, enlightens, 
sanctifies, and keeps me with Jesus 
Christ in the one true faith, He brings 
about a personal Pentecost, a miracle 
as astounding as that of the dry bones 
coming to life and Adam’s inorganic 
dust responding to the breath of life. 


Special Trust 


The Holy Spirit is still given to Chris- 
tians to strengthen them for the great 
task of publishing the Gospel and ex- 
tending the church born on Pentecost 
Day. With this purpose in mind, Christ 
after His resurrection entrusted His 
disciples with the Office of the Keys, 
an office involving the right application 
of the Gospel. 

Our Lord bestowed this special trust 
together with the gift of Divine Breath, 
as John records: “And when He had 
said this, He breathed on them and 
saith unto them, Receive ye the Holy 
Ghost; whosesoever sins ye remit, they 
are remitted unto them; and whoseso- 
ever sins ye retain, they are retained.” 

When we survey the wondrous works 
of God for our salvation — before, 
during, and after Pentecost —we are 
confronted with the truth of the Holy 
Spirit as God’s deep Breath. It is as 
St. Paul said to the Athenians in mak- 
ing the Unknown God known to them: 
“He giveth to all: life and breath and 
all things.” 


THE LUTHERAN WITNESS 


What's the 
ANSWER ? 


® World to be destroyed or renovated? 
@ What happens to the soul at death? 


@ Is alcoholism only a disease? 


9 ; judgment in this question and would 
Question: Will this world be rather leave this matter to future ex- 
totally destroyed or merely perience.” 

transformed or renovated at Christ’s In the final analysis it will not affect 


> . . . 
return. our faith to take either view, so long 


Answer: Great Lutheran minds since #8 We believe eek pie oud ue TOn ss 
Reformation days have wrestled with, @ ®W World in which righteousness 
and differed on, this problem, making dwells OPEN Seb): To engage in 
it quite a hazardous undertaking for speculation beyond) what has) been ex: 
anyone to give a positive answer. pressly revealed in the Scriptures is 


Some Lutheran theologians, includ- Seed raking: 
ing Luther himself, basing their views 
on Rom. 8:21, held that the present Dd 
earth would be transformed or renewed. e 
Luther put it this way: “Creation serves 
the ungodly unwillingly; it cries out 
like a woman lying in travail, but on Answer: There are three distinct 


the Last Day this crying will cease, and views on this question: (1) that the 
the misuse of creation will also come dead, though alive according to the 


to an end; heaven and earth will col- soul, have neither intelligence nor feel- 
lapse, and a new heaven and earth will jng but lie at rest in complete uncon- 
arise. For all creation must die and be — gcjgusness until the Last Day; (2) that 
cleansed and purged by the last fire. departed believers are in a state of rest 
Then there will be a new heaven and but have a certain foretaste of heavenly 


Question: What happens to 
the human soul when it 
leaves the body in death? 


earth . . . when the present heaven and  pJiss, which will reach its completion 
earth take off their workday clothing nq consummation on the Last Day; 
and put on their festive garment.” (3) that immediately after death and 
(What Luther Says, p. 1529) before Judgment Day departed be- 


~ Others, following the plain wording lievers have full consummation and 
of Luke 21:33; 1 Cor. 7:31; Heb.1: bliss, consisting in the clear and intui- 
10-12; 2 Peter 3:10, have maintained tive vision of God. 
that there will be a complete destruc- Paging through the Holy Scriptures, 
tion of heaven and earth and that a new, yeaq that the spirits of believers are 
“heaven and earth will be created, as in God’s hands (Acts 7:59); in Para- 
taught in Is. 66:22 and 2 Peter 3:13. dise (Luke 23:43); present with Christ 
The eminent theologian John Ger- (2 Cor. 5:8; Phil. 1:23); they reign 
hard, who took the latter position, with Christ (Rev. 20:4); men cannot 
made this significant statement: “We kill their souls (Matt. 10:28); whereas 
do not defend our opinion of the de- the departed unbelievers lift up their 
struction of the world according to its eyes in hell (Luke 16:23), go to their 
substance as an article of faith, but own place (Acts 1:25), and are in pri- 
we assert that this opinion is more in son (1 Peter 3:19). Jesus furthermore 
conformity with the emphatic state- states that God is not a God of the 
ments of Scripture concerning the end dead but of the living; they all live unto 
of the world. Hence we do not rashly Him (Luke 20:37, 38). In short, the 
accuse those of heresy who are of the  believer’s dust shall return to the earth 
opposite opinion and describe the de- as it was, and the spirit (soul) shall 
struction of the world as a transforma- return to God, who, gave it. (Eccl. 
tion. Many, therefore, would reserve 12:7) 
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A word of caution is perhaps in or- 
der that we do not begin to speculate 
about the nature and details of this 
continued existence of the soul after 
death. Well may we take comfort, as 
we bed our departed loved ones in the 
bosom of the earth, that they are at 
home with their Savior and completely 
delivered from the heat and burden of 
life’s strenuous day. But our gaze must 
be fixed primarily on the day of our 
redemption (Luke 21:28), when our 
bodies shall arise from the sleep of 
death and we shall be with the Lord, 
body and soul, in everlasting bliss and 
happiness, clad in the divine image of 
perfection, in which our first parents 
were created. That is the lively hope, 
the inheritance incorruptible, undefiled, 
and unfading that was procured and 
sealed to us through the atoning death 
and glorious resurrection of our Savior 
Ness Change, (il ewer ies als il Uoliva 
Syal, 2) 


“4 Question: Are we justified in 
considering alcoholism a dis- 
ease, aS medical science does? 


Answer: One would hardly wish to 
dispute the claim that alcoholism, or 
drunkenness, is an illness and consti- 
tutes a serious medical problem. The 
continued craving for, and excessive 
use of, alcoholic beverages not only 
interferes with a person’s work, home 
life, and interpersonal relationships, 
but it may have, and often does have, 
harmful effects on the nervous system, 
the eyes, the liver, and other organs. 
It also lowers resistance to infectious 
diseases. 


It would be extremely loveless, how- 
ever, to omit the statement that chronic 
alcoholism is also a disease of the soul, 
a grievous sin, which, unless sincerely 
repented of and put off, excludes the 
individual from the kingdom of heaven 
(i ConsGsl0 3 Gallor2 i) ae Holye Waitt 
is serious in warning men _ against 
drunkenness. (sukeo21534 ae Rom: 
IB SIS t phase 3) 

It would be even more loveless to 
fail to point out that there is hope for 
penitent alcoholics. Some members of 
the Corinthian church by God’s grace 
achieved victory over this dreadful sin 
(1 Cor. 6:11). That grace has not lost 
its power but is able to help the hap- 
less victim to burst the deadly fetters 
of alcoholism and to find forgiveness, 
peace, and freedom in and through 
Christ crucified. The battle may be 
rigorous and drawn out, but it must 
be fought, and it can be won through 
Christ, who strengthens us. (Phil. 4:13) 


O. E. SOHN 


Proverbs 


A Friend in Need 


Proverbs 27:9: “Ointment and per- 
fume rejoice the heart; so doth the 
sweetness of a man’s friend by hearty 
counsel,” 


Man was not meant to be alone. 
By his very nature he craves compan- 
- ionship, social contacts, the opportunity 
_ to share his thoughts and experiences 
_ with others. To live as a hermit or as 
a recluse is an unnatural way of life. 
Those who have sought to gain the 
special favor of God by the practice of 
asceticism have denied themselves that 
which is most natural and most con- 
formable to the human spirit — fellow- 
ship and contact with other men. 


Friendship, then, is a basic human 
need. There are few descriptive adjec- 

_ tives more stark than the word “friend- 
less.” God has given man the gift of 
_ friends for both his spiritual and tem- 
_ poral well-being. This double aspect of 
true friendship should not be over- 


looked. It distinguishes Christian 
friendship from others. 
The sacred writer describes the 


_ beauty of such Christian friendship by 
comparing it to the ointment and per- 
_ fume that rejoice the heart. In a sim- 
ilar way, he declares, “doth the sweet- 

ness of a man’s friend by hearty coun- 
bel” 


We need friends to encourage and - 


_ support us when we feel weak or in 
doubt or in need. The presence of a 
friend to whom we can turn in times of 
stress is a priceless boon to our spirit. 


_ We need friends to correct and ad- 
_ monish us when we err. The true friend 
_ is not he who flatters us, who glosses 
over our faults, or who is afraid to 
speak a needed word of correction. 
_ Frank and honest counsel born of true 
_ Christian love and concern between 
friends is “sweet” indeed — although 
e first taste may be bitter. 


_ We need friends to share our joys 
_and our sorrows. Our happiness is en- 
_ riched, and our burden of grief is made 


lighter, if we do not have to laugh - 


_ alone or to weep alone. 


The “hearty counsel” of Christian 
friends is a sweet ointment, a strong 
bond, a heavenly favor. 


‘THOMAS COATES 
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Christian Hymns 


Trinity Hymns 


Although the Holy Trinity is hon- 
ored by Christians on every day of the 
church year, the first Sunday after Pen- 
tecost has been appointed as the special 
Festival of the Holy Trinity. During 
the first half of the church year persons 
and events, especially those concerned 
with the life of Christ, are commemo- 
rated. Trinity Sunday, which begins the 
second half of the church year, stresses 
a doctrine, the fundamental teaching 
that the true God is absolutely one and 
that He is also three Persons, Father, 
Son, and Holy Ghost, that all three are 
absolutely distinct and coequal and co- 
eternal, “one God in Trinity and Trin- 
ity in Unity,” as the Athanasian Creed 
eCXPLressesmilqmhavems mlmmlaeph.) 

Aside from the many doxologies and 
hymn stanzas which set forth the doc- 
trine of the Holy Trinity, The Lutheran 
Hymnal contains one section (Nos. 237 
to 253) devoted exclusively to this great 
Scripture teaching. 


Which of these Trinity hymns is most 
widely used in Missouri Synod 
churches? Had this question been put 
some 50 years ago, when Synod was 
predominantly German, the answer 
would undoubtedly have been: No. 252, 
“We All Believe in One True God.” 
This metrical paraphrase of the Apos- 
tles’ Creed, generally used as a pulpit 
hymn, was known to every worshiper. 
Alternating with it was No. 251, Lu- 
ther’s majestic version of the Nicene 
Creed. 

Since the Common Service has come 
into almost universal use in our public 
worship, the Creed is usually spoken by 
the congregation. In place of this oral 
confession the singing of a Trinity 
hymn adds variety to the service. Also 
instead of the prescribed Gloria in Ex- 
celsis, No. 237, “All Glory Be to God 
on High,” or Luther’s favorite, the 
anonymous “All Glory Be to God 
Alone,” No. 238, likewise provides var- 
iation to what might at times become 
somewhat monotonous. 

One of the most magnificent Trinity 
hymns is Luther’s “Isaiah, Mighty Seer, 
in Days of Old,” No. 249, based on the 
prophet’s vision of God in His glory. 
The Reformer’s own majestic tune is 
wedded to the text. Fortunate the con- 
gregation that comes under its spell. 

In calmer measure is the popular 
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“Holy God, We Praise Thy Name,” No. | 


250, based on the German Te Deum by 
an unknown author and composer. 

An appropriate opening hymn, uni- 
versally loved, is No.239, “Come, 
Thou Almighty King,” again of un- 
known authorship. Its four stanzas are 


full of petitions and praise and contain — 


eight names for God: “Almighty King, 
Father All-Glorious, Ancient of Days, 
Spirit of Power, Savior, Friend, Com- 
forter, the Great One in Three.” 

Although the tune is called /talian 
because of the nationality of the com- 
poser, Giardini, it is also called Trinity, 
even Moscow, where he died. 


Choice of hymns is largely a matter 
of training and often of taste. The Lu- 
theran Hymnal has God’s plenty. To 
mention one more Trinity hymn which 
many would not care to miss: No. 246, 
“Holy, Holy, Holy, Lord God Al- 


mighty.” The author was the Anglican | 


clergyman Reginald Heber, of “From 
Greenland’s icy Mountains” fame, who 
became Bishop of Calcutta. Here, as 
a result of arduous travel, he died of 
a stroke at the age of 43, after only 
three years of service. 

To reformulate poetically for con- 
gregational singing the doctrine of the 
Trinity -— mysterious and  incompre- 
hensible as it is — is not easy. Here are 
some elements which make the Heber 
hymn appealing to the worshiper: Rep- 
etition (six times) of the thrice “Holy” 
of Isaiah and St. John; the emphatic 
position of the word Trinity; the heav- 
enly scenery of the vision, “golden 
crowns,” “glassy sea”; the holy God, 
“mighty,” “perfect in power,” in “puri- 
ty,” eternal, creating fear, yet being 
“merciful,” “perfect in love,” generating 
love and praise in the adoring hearts of 
His saints and believers. Here is con- 
trast: God is mighty, yet near; all- 
powerful, yet attentive to the praise of 
His children. Therefore “Blesséd Trin- 
ity! Blessed Trinity!” 

Some hymns are primarily confes- 
sion, some petition, some thanksgiving. 
“Holy, Holy, Holy” is almost pure 
adoration. One cannot exhaust the ad- 
jectives: sublime, exalted, stately, rev- 
erent, cathedralesque, unique in beauty 
and majesty. 

A Trinity hymn is suitable for any 
season of the church year. a: 


THE LUTHERAN WITNESS 


THE WALTHER LEAGUE 
PROGRAM HELPS YOUTH 
LEAD YOUTH 


Youth Caravan Team: Norma Luebke, Nashville, IIl.; 
Luther Herman, Hickory, N. C.; Margaret Bigon, Hous- 
ton, Tex. This summer 19 caravan teams will visit 
congregations throughout our Synod. 


Walther Leaguers engage in lively Bible study. Over 
90,000 copies of “The Uniting Word,’ a youth Bible- 
reading guide, were distributed to leaguers. 


INES TO WORRIED TALK about Soviet Russia’s 
war threat, most Americans, especially par- 

ents, converse about the nation’s teen-agers. 
They are our number-one concern. 


Educators strain every nerve to improve high 
schools. Social scientists study the customs and 
habits of American youth. Manufacturers, ad- 
vertisers, designers, merchants woo the teen-age 
market. 


Startling indeed is the fact that the modern 
American teen-ager has no concept of joblessness 
and unemployment; nor does he know what it 
means to lack money. He was brought up with 
a television set at his command, and he assumes 
that interplanetary travel will soon be as common- 
place as cokes and hamburgers. 

In 1958 American teen-agers spent $9 billion 
of their own money. When 1959 ends, these same 
teen-agers will have spent perhaps $10 billion or 
more, and by 1965 the 24 million teen-agers will 
spend $14 billion. 

Among these millions of American teen-agers 
are the Christian young people of our churches. 
Youth of the Missouri Synod is part of the broad 
statistical picture. 
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YOUTH: 
Years off Decision 


Closing devotions of 
a Walther League 
society. Core of the 
Christian youth 
program is the wor- 
ship life. Emphasis 
is on the “belong- 
ing’ that centers 

in Christ. 


Leaguers use visual 
aids of all kinds to 
get the Walther 
League program 
across. 


Walther Leaguers 
regularly take part 
in Stimulating dis- 
cussion of vital 
topics. 
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Concerned parents and pastors w 
to help the church’s youth in a wo 
confused and upset by today’s madn 
In the middle of all this turmoil Syno» 
youth organization and program, 
Walther League, is working hard 
provide both help and a program. | 
a matter of fact, for more than 60 yeas 
the league has offered its help to youl 
people, parents, and congregations. 


Shock Treatment 


During the past year and a half tt 
Walther League has used the wor 
New Dimensions to underline the cha 
lenge facing the conscientious Chr? 
tian youth and his adult leader. Ne 
Dimensions is a shock treatment 
cause too few people are aware of tl 
exploding youth population facing ow 
Synod. 


Consider these facts: 


In the last ten years the Waltha 
League has added 1,150 societies i 
its roster, which now lists 4,500 socii 
ties. 


In the last two years over 8,0 
members have been added to the W: 
ther League. 


3. It is reliably estimated that then 
will be 5,000 societies in 1960, 6,0 
in 1965, and 8,000 in 1985. 


If the league continues its normé 
growth rate, there will be 165,000 mem 
bers in 1965; in 1985, conservativell 
estimated, 250,000. 


To meet these awesome responsibili 
ties, Synod’s young people voted tt 
raise a $225,000 New Dimensionr 
Fund. The key date will be the Wal 
ther League’s traditional birthday cele 
bration on May 23, when leaguer 
gather their thankofferings. 


Why this fund? It is imperative tha: 
the league’s program resources be madd 
available to the thousands of new lea 
guers and the hundreds of new societies: 


Program helps, new and more effec 
tive means of communication, and en 
larged office capacity at the Lutherar 
Youth Building will be  providec 
through this fund. 


Highly significant is the fact that the 
young people want to gather the funds 
They want the responsibility of help: 
ing the expanding youth population o' 
Synod find growth and stimulus ir 
a Christian youth program. 

This desire, of course, does not ab 
solve the adult membership of the loca 
congregation from giving help. No: 
does it excuse parents from offering aid 
Nor should congregations dismiss thei 
responsibilities in this area. 


THE LUTHERAN WITNES 


Know Your Resources 


Many congregations and their lead- 
ers are amazed when they hear or read 
about the varied resources for Christian 
youth work now available. 


The Walther League society is 
a “many-splendored thing,” a pastor re- 


cently remarked. “It helps the con- 


firmed youth at the time he makes 
crucial decisions in life. It takes the 
youth on the first exploratory trip of 
the adventure of Christian fellowship. 
It helps the young person acquire basic 
attitudes toward the work of the 
church. It teaches the young Christian 
how to reach out toward his un- 
churched young friends. It helps the 
young person to grow toward Christian 
maturity.” 


The Program 


Young people are “belongers,” ac- 
cording to the Walther League’s re- 
cently published Basic Guide to Chris- 
tian Youth Work. The church’s task is 
to convince youth that the best “be- 
longing” takes place in Christ. 


Five broad areas in the league pro- 
gram are worship, education, fellow- 
ship, recreation, service. Within these 
core areas the Christian adolescent has 
the opportunity to discover the Chris- 
tian “adventure.” 


An instance of such discovery is the 
experience of many societies in gaining 


unchurched young people for Christ. 


Through evangelism techniques, as pre- 
sented in the program, youth learns 
how to witness about Jesus Christ. 

An Atlantic coast society writes: 

“We gained five new members for our 
society. They had never belonged to 
a church before. Pastor instructed 
them, and now they are communicant 
members.” 
_‘T didn’t think it possible,” a Mid- 
west society counselor writes, “but our 
leaguers have brought eight new mem- 
bers into our church. These were un- 
churched high school young people. 
They have been confirmed and now 
commune with their Christian friends 
of the league at our altar.” 

Youth can lead youth. Too often 
adults underestimate the young Chris- 
tian’s abilities and potential. It is a se- 
rious mistake not to challenge young 
people with high goals. 


Can’t Do It Alone 


But it is also a serious mistake when 
Christian congregations simply turn 
over the entire task of youth work to 
young people themselves. Congrega- 
tions and pastors must be keenly aware 
of their responsibility toward youth. 

For this reason the Walther League, 
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Junior Walther League choir rehearses in St. Paul’s Lutheran Church, Melrose 
Park, Ill. (Marcus R. and Paul L. Kluender, pastors). Ralph Frick is the director. 


Fun in wholesome Christian recreation is one of the league’s strong points. 
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YOUTH: 
Years off Decision 


The inspiration and informality 

of the Walther League's 
international conventions 

make them a “must” for thousands 
of the church’s young people. 

This year’s convention 

will be held at 

Michigan State University, 

East Lansing, Mich., 

July 12—I16. 


in close co-operation with Synod’s 
Board for Young People’s Work, has 
developed a variety of methods rang- 
ing from the popular Lutheran Service 
Volunteer schools, now in operation for 
more than ten years, to the Youth Cara- 
vans program, now in its third year. 

Of special help to congregations in- 
terested in developing trained youth 
counselors are the Youth Workers Con- 
ferences. This summer there will be 
three such two-week schools. Any con- 
gregation wishing to obtain both sound 
orientation in youth work and enthu- 
siastic youth leaders ought to send one 
or two of its youth workers to a YWC. 


For those churches unable to send 
workers to a two-week training session, 
the recently developed Leadership 
Training programs for lay counselors 
have proved to be helpful and stimu- 
lating. 

Perhaps the amazing growth of the 
Youth Leadership Training program at 
Valparaiso University is a dramatic 
forecast of what the future holds in 
store for youth workers. As a result 
of this program, congregations, circuits, 
districts, regions will in the coming 
years be able to avail themselves of pro- 
fessionally trained youth workers. 


At the same time congregations ought 


to keep in mind the tremendous boost 
they can give youth work by offering 
financial help to their Walther League 
societies. 

More than ever before, congregations 
are offering healthy subsidies to youth 
work. These subsidies may take the 
form of sending several young people 
to an LSV school, providing a blanket 
subscription to the Walther League 
Messenger to all youth, or chartering 
buses to send their young people to 
a district or international Walther 
League convention. 


Crucial Years 


The years of adolescence are crucial. 
These are the years when the young 
person must make vocational choices, 
complete his education, possibly even 
choose a marriage partner. 

As “difficult” as teen-agers may oc- 
casionally be, it is not to be denied 
that some of the most thrilling and 
exciting church work has been inspired 
by the youth of the church. 

The concerned and prayerful inter- 
est of adult Christians for the cause 
of organized youth work will continue 
to keep the Walther League a “many- 
splendored thing.” Tae 1 IK 
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THE LUTHERAN WITNES¢ 


IX MAJOR SECTIONS IN REPORT OF 
3OARD FOR HIGHER EDUCATION 


When delegates to the San Francisco 
Onvention study their 732-page-Re- 
orts and Memorials, they will find 
nder “Seminaries and Colleges” (226 
ages) the 72-page report of the Board 
or Higher Education. 

When the delegates read that the 
joard’s report is “outlined” in those 
2 pages and that every effort was made 
» “condense” the presentation to the 
barest minimum,” they will subscribe 
) the opening sentence of Section A: 
The work of the colleges and semi- 
aries of the church is church work in 
vital and even essential sense.” 


Clarification Needed 


To clarify the proper role and func- 
ion of the church in education, as well 
s the right distinction between Chris- 
ian higher education and Lutheran 
reparation for professional church 
fork, the Board sees an urgent need 
Or a comprehensive, normative state- 
nent of relevant principles in the con- 
ept of the church and its ministry. 
This task, the report states, “should 
e assigned to a special commission.” 


In 1982 


In 1982, when Synod reaches an 
stimated total of 4,311,400 communi- 
ant members, it will be necessary to 
ave in service about 14,000 pastors 
nd 18,150 teachers, with 17,000 per- 
ons enrolled in the courses preparing 
or professional church work. 

The total instructional staff required 
yr an enrollment of 17,000 will have 
) be increased from some 400 to 1,440 
ersons; the resident-student capacity 
rom 4,800 to more than three times. 
There is no possibility of increasing 
ye student capacity of the existing 
school system three times,” the Board 
sserts. 

From 1960 to 1965 our colleges and 
eminaries will find it difficult to meet 
ve need for pastors and teachers in 

church body of almost two million 
ommunicant members. The Board 
rges a “vigorous and far-reaching pro- 
ram of improving the development of 
vailable manpower and woman power 
yr the best interest of the whole 
hurch.” 

Propositions 

To enroll the required number of 

ssident professional students “in the 
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next six years, it will be necessary to 
increase the capacity of the synodical 
institutions by 75 per cent. 

“What steps,” asks the Board, “are 
desirable and feasible in the next few 
years to adjust and modify the training 
system in its individual units to make 
possible its greatest and best service to 
the church?” 

In answer to this question the report 
offers for consideration and action 15 
general propositions developed by 
a committee of college and seminary 
presidents: 

1. That the recruitment program 
authorized in 1956 be intensified. 

2. That priority in enrollment be 
given to the students who enter at ad- 
vanced levels. 


3. That the goal for the next three 
years be the balancing of the enroll- 
ment at all the church’s preparatory 
schools so that the high school enroll- 
ment nowhere exceeds 50 per cent of 
the total student body on the same 
campus. 

4. That coeducation on the high 
school level be gradually eliminated 
on all campuses. 

5. That a coeducational teacher- 
training program be introduced on all 
junior college campuses. 

6. That the junior college pretheo- 
logical program be introduced in the 
freshman and sophomore years of the 
colleges at Seward and River Forest. 

7. That existing plants be expanded 
where a realistic appraisal of available 
land indicates such a plan to be feasi- 
ble and educationally sound. 

8. That the admission standards at 
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the Springfield seminary be raised grad- 
ually until the minimum requirement 
for admission is a baccalaureate degree. 


9. That Synod continue to train as 
high a percentage of its Christian day 
school teachers as possible. The report 
adds: “We further recommend that, 
beginning with 1962, only the young 
men and women holding a baccalau- 
reate degree from one of the church’s 
teacher colleges, or properly admitted 
to the profession by colloquy, be cer- 
tified as Lutheran teachers.” 


10. That the Board for Higher Edu- 
cation be authorized — within Hand- 
book limitations —to purchase prop- 
erty for additional campuses and to sell 
unimproved campus sites; that the ac- 
tual establishment of new colleges and 
seminaries, however, be reserved to 
a synodical convention. 


11. That during the next three years 
the Board for Higher Education con- 
tinue to explore the need for additional 
institutions. 


12. That the Board for Higher Edu- 
cation remain in consultation with the 
Canadian brethren regarding the devel- 
opment of an indigenous Canadian min- 
istry trained in a theological seminary 
located in one of their provinces. 


13. That the training of lay workers 
be undertaken on an experimental basis 
(evening schools, summer sessions, 
etc.) on existing campuses of Synod. 


14. That the administrative heads 
and Boards of Control of Synod’s col- 
leges and seminaries concern themselves 
with the securing of funds from sources 
other than Synod’s treasury and student 
fees. 


15. That the Board for Higher Edu- 
cation continue to study the necessary 
development of Synod’s chain of insti- 
tutions of higher learning in the light 


Relative Size of Synodical Schools at Ten Year Intervals 
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of the growth of Synod and the oppor- 
tunities confronting it; that each suc- 
ceeding synodical convention engage 
in a thorough review of the progress 
made by the schools under the leader- 
ship of the Board for Higher Educa- 
tion; and that each convention take 
suitable action in the light of the find- 
ings and of the recommendations made 
by the Board. 


New Campuses 


After studying the needs and the 
recruitment potential in the territory of 
the Michigan and Central Districts, the 
Board for Higher Education asks au- 
thorization to establish a junior college 
in the Detroit area, with an_ initial 
capacity of 350 students and with a pos- 
sibility for expansion and greater ca- 
pacity as the need develops. 

The Board believes that “a total 
of $6,000,000 needs to be made avail- 
able for construction, plus the cost of 
a suitable site.” 

For maximum effectiveness of op- 
eration, the Board for Higher Educa- 
tion recommends that a president be 
called before the start of construction 
and that the necessary staff be called 
or appointed as the need for additional 
services becomes evident. 

Since trends affecting Synod in the 
West and Southwest of the United 
States are likely to be accentuated by 
the addition of the 49th and 50th states 
of the Union, the Board makes the 
following statement: 

It is the considered judgment of your 
Board that for the near future the best 
interests of the Synod might he served 
by the early transfer of the present 


terminal preparation program for pas- 
tors now located at Springfield (after 
earlier location at Fort Wayne and 
St. Louis) to the West Coast and the 
further possibility of using the existing 
facilities at Springfield for the develop- 
ing needs of a lay leadership training 
school. 

Involved in this multiple transfer is 
the likelihood that the Oakland campus 
will soon need relocation for expansion 
purposes. 

The timing of this transfer is en- 
visioned for the triennium beginning in 
1962, the details of the arrangements 
to be reported to the next convention. 


To consider the establishment of 
a campus in the Southeast is an “attrac- 
tive option,” but “the Board must 
reiterate that the issues affecting our 
church work in the South are not yet 
clear or sure enough to warrant a spe- 
cific proposal.” 

The Board further warns against 
“easy acceptance” of proposals to add 
“a year or two of training to existing 
junior colleges precipitately, particu- 
larly when an institution is not yet fully 
accredited or accreditable at the levels 
at which it is now operating or when 
the facilities of the institution are not 
maximally already in use for the prep- 
aration of professional church work- 
CIS. 

Capital Fund Requests 

Capital funds to be included in Syn- 
od’s annual budgets from 1960 to 1965, 
according to minimum estimates of the 
Board, will total $18,390,000. The 
capital amounts proposed for each of 
the six years “are viewed as minima,” 
the Board emphasizes, “and any major 
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reduction of the contemplated amounts 
for this six-year period will lead to dis; 
tressing consequences.” 

Noting that competition for the syn+ 
odical dollar continues to increase ana 
that the synodical dollar has bee 
“shrinking in contrasting proportio 
to the congregational dollar, the District 
dollar, and the extrasynodical dollar,’ 
the Board cites one index of the shrink- 
age: Property Values of Congregations} 
19421957, United States and Can+ 
ada. (See table) 

Three of the Board’s basic assump-+ 
tions in meeting the problem of financ~ 
ing capital investment expenditures fom 
Synod’s colleges and seminaries are: 


1. The capital investment currentl 
required for the most basic needs of th 
Synod’s educational institutions cannot 
be provided out of one year’s synodi- 
cal income budget. In one way or an- 
other, the investment must be sprea 
over a period of years. 


2. Borrowing capital funds except i 
moderate and controlled amounts for 
relatively short periods of time woul 
be costly, adding debt service to th 
annual budgets and fixed commitments 
“which constitute a prior claim over 
the most essential operating needs of 
the church in a given period.” 

3. The responsibility of a church 
body in planning its work and estab- 
lishing its fiscal practices over against 
creeping inflation is a serious matter. 
“How can our generation meet its full 
responsibility,” asks the Board, “with- 
out adding deferred and compounde 
costs to the burden of the next churchr 
generation?” 

In closing Section E of its report, th 
Board proposes a careful combinatio 
of three financing techniques: 

1. The continuation of capital-fun 
inclusion in the annual synodical budg- 
ets to provide for rehabilitation an 
replacement of existing capital im- 
provements; 


2. The provision of capital funds for 
expansion needs of the Synod throught 
periodic, carefully planned, general of- 
ferings. The goal of such an offering: 
might be to provide for the expansions 
and extension needs in periods of six: 
to ten years; 

3. The continuation of the limited! 
short-term borrowing authority con- 
veyed by the previous convention tor 
the Board of Directors for six more: 


years and possibly with a_ higher 
ceiling. | 
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- W. Behnken, 75, Saint 
ouis, President, 1935—-; 
st V. P., 1932—35; 2nd 


f.P., 1929—-32;. Tex. 
jist. Pres., 1926—29; 
st V.P., 1920—26; pas- 
or, Trinity, Houston, Tex., 
908—35. 


Servants of 


Your Church 


A. H. Grumm, 65, Saint 
Louis, First Vice-President, 
1956—; 2nd V.P., 1950 
to 1956; N. Dak. Dist. 
Pres., 1933——50; pastor, 
Grace, Fargo, N. Dak., 
1926—56. 
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Pictures, together with biographical notes, of Synod’s officials: 
Presidents and Vice-Presidents, members of the Board of Di- 
rectors, executive officers and secretaries of various synodical 
agencies, and Presidents of the 32 North American Districts, 
as listed in the 1959 Lutheran Annual, pp. 67—82, where 
names of other servants of the church at large may be found. 


H. A. Harms, 70, St. Louis, 
Second Vice-President, 
1956—; Ist V.P., 1941 
to 1956; 4th V.P., 1938 
to 1941; lowa and lowa 
Dist. E. Pres., 1927—38; 
pastor, Trinity, Davenport, 
lowa, 1919—51. 


W. F. Lichtsinn, 70, Ham- 
mond, Ind., Third Vice- 
President, 1947—; Cent: 
Dist. Pres., 1927—47; 
Sec., 1921—-27; pastor, 
St. Paul’s, Hammond, Ind., 
1918—. 


O. R. Harms, 57, Hous- 
ton, Tex., Fourth Vice- 
President, 1956—-; Bd. of 
Dir., 1950—56; Tex. Dist. 
Pres., 1948—50; Ist 
V.P., 1942—48; 2nd 
V.P., 1939—42; pastor, 
Trinity, Houston, 1935—. 


Synod’s Board of Directors. Seated (I.—r.): W. C. Birkner, J. W. Behnken, M. E. Strieter. 
Standing: L. B. Meyer (staff officer), E. T. Bernthal, A. H. Oswald, A. H. Grumm (Ist V. P.), 
W. F. Fenske, O. R. Harms (4th V.P.), H. W. Buck, H. A. Harms (2nd V.P.), T. H. Schlake, 
J. W. Boehne, Jr., M. F. Kretzmann, C. M. Amling, R. C. Rauscher (staff officer). 


V. C. Birkner, 62, Fort 
Vayne, Secretary, 1956 
—; Chmn., Bd. for Higher 
d., 1953—56; Cent. Dist. 
Nission Sec., 1929—; 
castor, St. John’s, Elyria, 
Jhio, 1920—29. 


. M. Amling, 60, Santa 
‘na, Calif., Board of Di- 
actors, 1950—; pastor, 
aint John’s, Spokane, 
Vash., 1938—45; head, 
larence Amling Roses, 
nc., Santa Ana. 
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M. E. Strieter, 71, Rock Is- 
land, Ill., Treasurer and 
Trust Officer, 1958—-; Bd. 
for Higher Ed., 1950—; 
Cent. Ill. Dist. Bd. of Dir., 
1948—54; Bd. Chmn., 
Rock Island Bank and 
Trust Co. 


J. W. Boehne, Jr., 64, 
Chevy Chase, Md., Board 
of Directors, 1941—; 
Member of Congress from 
Indiana, 1931—43; tax 
consultant, Washington, 
D. C., 1943—. 


E. T. Bernthal, 61, De- 
troit, Board of Directors, 
1953—; Mich, Dist. Pub- 
lic Relations Dir., 1947— 
1955; Mission Dir., 1948 
to 1951; Fin. Sec., 1942 
to 1948; pastor, Epiph- 
any, Detroit, 1920—. 


H. W. Buck, 53, Kansas 
City, Kans., Board of Di- 


rectors, 1950—-; Past 
Pres., Walther League; 
Director, Wheat Ridge 


Foundation; partner, law 
firm, Morrison, Hecker, 
Buck, Cazod, and Rogers. 
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M. F. Kretzmann, 80, 
Plainfield, Ind., Board of 
Directors, 1956—; Sec., 
1920—56; Cent. Dist. 
Sec., 1918—20; pastor, 
St. John’s, Kendallville, 


Ind., 1909—54; Saint 
Luke’s, Plainfield, 1956—. 


W. F. Fenske, 59, Detroit, 
Board of Directors, 1956 
—; teacher, Holy Cross, 
Saginaw, Mich., 1925— 
1928; Exec. Dir., Detroit 
L.H.S. Assn., 1955—58; 
head, Lutheran  Fund- 


Raising Services. 


A. H. Oswald, 60, Mil- 
waukee, Board of Direc- 
tors, 1953—; Bd. of Mis- 
sions to Blind, 1947—48; 
S. Wis. Dist. Pres., 1948 
to 1953; pastor, St. Mar- 
tini, Milwaukee, 1939—. 


T. H. Schlake, 66, Chi- 
cago, Board of Directors, 
1944—; Armed Services 
Comm., 1941—48; attor- 
ney, Master in Chancery, 
Circuit Court, Cook 
County, Ill. 
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Servants of 


Your Church 


Names of other servants of the church at 
large may be found in the 1959 Lutheran 
Annual, pp. 67—82. 


H. A. Mayer, 62, 
St. Louis, Secretary of 
Missions, 1953—; 


Asst. Sec., 1946—53; 
pastor, Zion, Bay City, 
Mich., 


1927—45. 


W. H. Hillmer, 
St. Louis, Exec. 
Home Miss., 


54, 
Sec., 
1954—-; 
Asst., 1949—54; pas- 


tor, Olympia, Wash., 


1936—43. 


R. W. Hahn, 58, Exec- 
utive Secretary, Stu- 
dent Service Comm., 
1940—; pastor, Uni- 
versity, Tuscaloosa, 
Ala., 1929—40. 


O. A. Dorn, 58, Saint 


Louis, General Man- 
ager, CPH, 1944—-; 
Asst., 1941—44; bus. 
mgr., Walther League, 
1925—41. 


J. E. Herrmann, 57, 
St. Louis, Stewardship 
Counselor, 1950—; 
West. Dist., 1947 to 
1950; pastor, Atchi- 
son, Kans., 1940—43. 


H. H. Koppelmann, 50, 
St. Louis, Acting Exec. 
Sec., Foreign Missions; 
Asst., 1948—58; pas- 


tor, Jacksonville, Ill., 


1937—48. 


O. C. J. Hoffmann, 45, 
New York, Director, 
Public Relations, 1948 
—; professor, Concor- 
dia, Bronxville, N. Y., 
1941—48. 


A. R. Suelflow, 36, 
Saint Louis, Director, 
Concordia Historical 
Institute, 1948—-; 
asst. curator, C.H.I., 
1947—48. 


& 
A. Schroeder, 


61, 
St. Louis Statistician, 
1943—; pastor, Saint 
John’s, Elyria, Ohio, 
1929—43. 


F. E. Lietz, 42, Saint 
Louis, Executive Secre- 
tary, Church Extension, 
1957—; teacher, 


Peace, Saginaw, Mich., 
1944—57. 


H. F. Wind, 68, Saint 
Louis, Executive Secre- 


tary, Social Welfare, 
1953—-; institutional 
missionary, Buffalo, 
1919—53. 


_ 


E. Russell, 48, Saint 
Lovis, General Man- 
ager, Radio Station 
KFUO, 1954—-; form- 
erly gen. mgr., Huff- 
man Adv. Co. 


L. B. Meyer, 68, Saint 
Louis, Planning Coun- 
selor, 1950—; Dir., 
Miss. Ed., Publ., 1926 
to 1950; missionary 
to China, 1917—26. 


W. F. Wolbrecht, 43, 
St. Louis, Executive 
Secretary, Higher Edu- 
cation, 1955—-; pres., 
St. Paul’s, Concordia, 
Mo., 1951—54. 


W. F. Reinking, 31, 
St. Louis, Executive 
Secretary, Missions to 
Deaf, 1958—-; pastor, 
Holy Cross (Deaf), 
St. Louis, 1952—. 


ag sions a 


E. A. Sommer, 67, 
Executive Secretary, 
Support and Pensions, 
1948—-; pastor, Saint 
John’s, Beardstown, 
Ill., 1928—47, 


K. Kurth, 
Louis, Executive Secre- 
tary, Lutheran Synodi- 
cal Conference, 1946 


70, Saint 


———F Pastor 
St. Louis, 


Grace, 
1936—46. 


48, 
Controller, 


former asst. 
Phar- 


R. C. Rauscher, 
St. Louis, 
1952—-; 
treas., Lambert 
macal Co. 


A. L. Miller, 


52, Saint 
Louis, Executive Secre- 
tary, Parish Education, 


1946—-; teacher, 
Nazareth, Chicago, 
1927—46. 


Wier. 
Cleveland, 
Secretary, Missions to 
Blind, 1949—-; pastor, 
Concordia, 
1928—. 


Storm, 64, 
Executive 


Cleveland, 


Schlake, 


Ms E: YI), 
St. Louis, Exec. Sec., 
Lutheran TV Produc- 


tions Comm., 1952—-; 
Exec. Sec., Audio-Vis- 
val Aids, 1950—52. 


C. E. Groerich, 5 
Saint Louis, Assistan 
Treasurer, Assistan 


Trust Officer, 1951— 
former treasurer 
Wolff, Shield, & Co. 


V. B. Growcock, 37," 
St. Louis, Executive 
Secretary, Audio-Vis- 
val Aids, 1953—; 
asst. pastor, Lemay,/ 
Mo., 1949—51. 


K. L. Ahl, 51, Wash-- 
ington, D.C., Execu-- 


tive Secretary, Armed | 
Serv. Comm., 1948—-; ; 
chaplain, U.S. Army, | 
1941—45. 


W. H. Kunitz, 61, De-. 
troit, Director, World | 
Relief, 1953—; pas-. 
tor, Trinity, Winfield, 
Kans., 1937—45. 


CaaF Badase 54, Al- 
berta and British Co- 


lumbia District Presi- 
dent, 1951—; pastor, 
Calvary, New West- 
minster, B.C., 1942—. 


H. F. Rippe, 62, At- 
lantic District Presi- 
dent, 1942—-; pastor, 
Trinity, Long Island 
City, N.Y., 1939—. 


Co Nitz, 53, Cal- 
fornia and Nevada 
istrict President, 
954—; pastor, Saint 
aulus, San Francisco, 
948—. 


W.  Lorberg, 
lorida-Georgia District 


Ey 


resident, 1957—-; 
astor, Grace, Jack- 
onville, Fla., 1931—. 


— 


_H. Stahlke, 54, Min- 
esota District Presi- 
ent, 1957—-; pastor, 
nmanuel, Minneap- 


lis, 1957—. 


. H. Bensene, 57, 
orthwest District 
resident, 1948—-; 
astor, Zion, Seattle, 
lash., 1940—. 


W. Homrighausen, 


4, Southern District 
‘esident, 1957—; 
astor, St. Paul’s, 
ullman, Ala., 


959—. 


O. Krueger, 67, Cen- 
tral District President, 
1951—; pastor, Zion, 
Akron, Ohio, 1945—., 


W. D. Oetting, 


60, 
lowa District East 
President, 1949—; 
pastor, Immanuel, Wa- 
terloo, lowa, 1935—. 


P. M. Freiburger, 59, 
Montana District Pres- 
ident, 1945—-; pastor, 
Trinity, Billings, Mont., 
1929—. 


Ym 


A. E. Behrend, 49, 
Oklahoma District 
President, 1954—-; 
pastor, First, Ponca 
City, Okla., 1949—. 


Behnken, 


Viaree Le 48, 
Southern California 
District President, 


1955—; pastor, Saint 
Paul’s, Laguna Beach, 
Calif., 1958—. 


A. W. Mueller, 


President, 1954—; 


pastor, St. Paul’s, De- 


catur, Ill., 1944—. 


G. W. Lobeck, 61, 
lowa District West 
President, 1948—-; 
pastor, St. Paul’s, 
Council Bluffs, lowa, 
1943—. 


L. K. Meyer, 48, North 
Dakota District Presi- 
dent, 1957—-; pastor, 
Our Savior, Bottineau, 
N. Dak., 1956—. 


ie}. 
Central Illinois District 


H. H. Hellbusch, 56, 
Colorado District Pres- 


ident, 1954—; pas- 
tor, Grace, Denver, 
1934—. 


W.H. Meyer, 64, Kan- 
sas District President, 
1940—-; pastor, Saint 
Paul’s, Topeka, Kans., 
1951—. 


on 


L. H. Goetz, 45, North 
Wisconsin District Pres- 
ident, 1954—-; pastor, 
Trinity, Port Edwards, 
Wis., 1950—. 


je 


G. A. Karkau, 54, 
Eastern District Presi- 
dent, 1958—; pastor, 
St. Paul’s, Buffalo, 
1939—, 


L. W.. Koehler, 
Manitoba and Sas- 
katchewan District 
President, 1951; pas- 
tor, Immanuel, Winni- 
peg, Man., 1938—. 


56, 


A. H.  Werfelmann, 
72, Northern Illinois 
District President, 
1945—; pastor, Saint 
John’s, Elgin, IIL., 
1939—. 


of the San Francisco Convention 


= | 
H. G. Kleiner, 61, 
English District Presi- 
dent, 1951—; pastor, 
Redeemer, N. Tona- 
wanda, N.Y., 1919—. 


W. H. Krieger, 45, 
Michigan District Pres- 


ident, 1957; pastor, 
Trinity, Traverse City, 
Mich., 1948—. 


F. A. Niedner, 39, 
Northern Nebraska 
District President, 


1957—; pastor, Saint 
Paul’s, West Point, 
Nebr., 1950—. 


W. O. Rathke, 57, On- 
tario District President, 


1948—; pastor, Re- 
deemer, Waterloo, 
Ont., 1952—. 


A 
Wear Ts 
Southern 
trict 
1957—; pastor, Im- 
manuel, Murphysboro, 
Ill, 1951—. 


40, 
Dis- 
President, 


Janzow, 
Illinois 


P. H. Mueller, 58, 
South Dakota District 
President, 1951—; 
pastor, Calvary, Hu- 
ron, S. Dak., 1936—. 


Hee: 68, 
Southern 


District 


Krohn, 
Nebraska 
President, 
1957—; pastor Saint 


John’s, Brule, Nebr., 


1957—. 


Deen 


H. W. Baxmann, 57, 
South Wisconsin Dis- 


trict President, 
1953—; pastor, Saint 
John’s, Plymouth, 


Wis., 1942—. 


R. P. Wiederaenders, 
50, Texas District Pres- 
ident, 1950—-; pastor, 
Trinity, Corpus Christi, 
1958—. 


W. H. Kohn, 43, South- 
eastern District Presi- 
dent, 1954—; pastor, 
Redeemer, Hyattsville, 
Md., 1956—. 


hem 


G. W. Wittmer, 52, 
Western District Pres- 
ident, 1957—; pastor, 
Messiah, St. Louis, 
1939—, 


Our Church 


1847-1959 


Our Missions 


Our church has always been mis- 
sion-minded. Already in 1846 Pastor 
August Craemer instructed and bap- 
tized 31 Indian children in Franken- 
muth, Mich. In 1899 a mission was 
established among the Stockbridge In- 
dians in Wisconsin. Later the Board for 
Foreign Missions planned to enter Ja- 
pan, but Divine Providence turned their 
attention to India, where we took up 
work an 1676. In 1913 Prof. EAL. 
Arndt began mission work in China. 

Meanwhile all our pastors were busy 
in our vast home-mission fields to 
gather into congregations the many Ger- 
man immigrants who flocked to the 
Midwest and later to the West Coast. 
Our “Home Missions” included work 
in Canada, South America, Cuba, and 
Mexico. Since in Germany and other 
parts of Europe confessing groups left 
the rationalistic and unionistic state 
churches, our church supplied these 
fellow Lutherans with money and men, 
as it does today. Thus we carried the 
pure Gospel to Germany, Finland, 
France, and England. Our church sup- 
ported the Lutheran groups in Australia 
until they became self-sustaining. To- 
day our church also does mission work 
in Japan, the Philippines, Middle Amer- 
ica, and New Guinea. 

In 1893 Pastor A. Reinke of Chicago 
began mission work among the deaf. 
In 1881 our church established a mis- 
sion among the Jews in New York City. 
In 1892 it began work among the Letts 
and Estonians and later among the 
Lithuanians. Still later it inaugurated 
mission work among the Slovaks and 
Italians. Our mission work among the 
Spanish-speaking people includes not 
only Mexico but also those Southern 
and Western states where Mexicans 
have settled. More recently, our church 
works among the blind, bringing bless- 
ings to them both at home and abroad. 

Very far-reaching is our church’s 
mission work by means of the radio car- 
ried on in many cities by many pastors 
and congregations. Our Lutheran Hour 
reaches practically every country in the 
world except perhaps Red China and 
Communist Russia. Our Station KFUO 
brings the Gospel to thousands. 

We can mention only in passing our 
tremendous institutional mission work 
in large cities. To this we must add our 
ever-increasing benevolence enterprises, 
such as our deaconess work, our work 
in hospitals, orphanages, home-finding 
societies, and the like. 

A great work indeed! Nevertheless 
“there still is room.” “Go ye therefore 
into the highways, and as many as ye 
shall find, bid to the marriage.” 

JOHN THEODORE MUELLER 
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LLL Convention Scheduled 
For Buffalo, July 19-22 


“Christ Wants You,” with special of the convention theme at each da 
emphasis on the Christian vocation in business sessions. 
general and recruitment of pastor and “The I in Christ” is the title of a dra 
teacher trainees in particular, will be matic portrayal of the LLL program 
the theme of the international conven- which will be presented at the closi 
tion of the Lutheran Laymen’s League business session on Wednesday afte? 
in the Statler-Hilton Hotel, Buffalo, noon. Written by Rev. John E. Schrog 
INTE Soy Utullye 1BSY tio) 227, der of Tell City, Ind., the play is dé 

For the first time in the league’s signed for presentation at group mee? 
42-year history, the convention will be ings after the convention. 
combined with the annual Leaders 
Conference, to which the presidents, Three Summer Speakers 
Lutheran Hour chairmen, membership 
chairmen, club services chairmen, and On Lutheran Hour 
pastoral advisers of the 41 districts are Three summer guest speakers fod 
invited. ; ; The Lutheran Hour have been name? 

The convention will open on Sunday, by the Lutheran Laymen’s League whill 
July 19, at 3 2. M. with a Lutheran Dr. Woniiono takeceamreeess 
Hour rally in Kleinhans Music Hall. Rey. C. Thomas Spitz, Jr., directo: 


Dr. Oswald Hoffmann, Lutheran Hour — of Lutheran Hour operations, will speal 
speaker, will deliver the sermon. A trip on the following topics: 


along Lake Erie to Camp Pioneer, July 12 — Trouble’s End 

owned and operated by the league’s July 19 — Christ Wants You 
Western New York District, is sched- July 26 — The Empty Shall Be Fillee 
uled for Sunday evening. Rey. Elmer J. Knoernschild, directo 


Business sessions will be held on the of programming for the league’s radic 


following three days at the headquarters missions, has chosen the following 
hotel, with special group meetings for topics: 


the district leaders. Aug. 2— The Road Ahead 

A trip to Niagara Falls on Monday Aug. 9 — The “Secret” Secret 
evening and the convention banquet on Weapon 
Tuesday evening are other features of Aug. 16 — The Forward Look in 
the four-day gathering. Judge Loren Christian Missions 
E. Schnack, an LLL member from The final summer guest speaker will 
Quincy, Ill., who was named one of be Pastor Wessling. His topics are: 
the ten outstanding young men of 1958 Aug. 23 — One Thing to Do Before 
by the United States Junior Chamber Worshiping 
of Commerce, will be the banquet Aug. 30 — The Angry Men — and 
speaker. “Buffalo Bob” Smith of Howdy Women | 
Doody fame will be the toastmaster. sept. 6 — Be Peculiar 

Rev. Edward W. Wessling, campus Sept. 13 — Prayer Points — Points 
pastor at the University of Wisconsin, on Prayer 
Madison, Wis., will speak on a phase Be RSke 


Part of crowd overflowing Christ of the Nation 3 icati f: 

wing Chris s Chapel at dedicati 
LLL headquarters building in St. Louis April 19 as Missouri Synod Pret 
John W. Behnken extends the church body’s greetings. | ‘| 


’ 
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ommittees Appointed for the 
Convention of Synod 


Synod’s 44th regular conventi i 
San Francisco, Calif., een 


_The Bylaws of Synod, Section 1.27 in 
ynodical Handbook, prescribe the Pallowitak 


“The President shall refer all matters whi 
re to be presented to Synod to oeuinecs 
ppointed by him from among the accredited 
elegates and official representatives in_order 


hem, 


_While all the members of Synod’s Board of 
Directors will be ready to serve as counselors 
to the various committees, the divisional 
committees will serve especially as follows: 
Divisional Committee No. 4 (M. F. Kretzmann, 
Es H. Schlake, O. R. Harms) — Colleges and 
Seminaries. Divisional Committee No. 1 (E. T. 
Bernthal, C. Amling, A. H. Grumm) — Mis- 
sions. Divisional Committee No. 2 (W. A. 
Fenske, A. H. Oswald, H. A. Harms) — Parish 
Education. Divisional Committee No.3 (J. W. 
Boehne, Jn, He-Buck, W. F. Lichtsinn) — 
Finances. 

All proposals for changes in the synodical 
Handbook by any of the floor committees shall 
be reported to Floor Committee No.6 (Con- 
stitutional Matters) for final referral to the 
convention. 

Complying with Synod’s regulations, the 
undersigned herewith wishes to announce the 
following committee appointments and the 
reports and memorials assigned to them (page 
numbers in parentheses) : 


COMMITTEE NO. 1 
SEMINARIES AND COLLEGES 


District Presidents: Baase (A. B.C.), Behn- 
ken (S. Calif.), A. Mueller (C.Ill.), Karkau 
(East.), Kleiner (Engl.), Oecetting (Ia.E.), 
Koehler (Man. & Sask.), Rathke (Ont.), Ph. 
Mueller (S. Dak.), Homrighausen (S.), Krohn 
(S. Nebr.) — Pastors: Krentz (Centr.), Beke- 
meyer (C. Ill.), Schmoock (Kast.), Kretzmann 
(Engl.), Stephan (lIa.W.), Weber (Mich.), 
Sieving (Minn.), Brauer (N. Wis.), Sedory 
(N. Ill.), K. Schultz (S. Wis.), Smith (S. Calif.), 
E. Heckmann (Tex.), Barth (West.).— Lay- 
men: H. Schaefer (Atl.), Wampner (Calif. & 


Nev.), Krumsieg (Engl.), Fritz (Fla.-Ga.), 
Kuhlman (Mich.), Tonn (Minn.), Wood 
(Mont.), Hinrichs (N. Ill.), Woolery (N. Nebr.), 
Soderholm (N. W.), Hickethier (S. Wis.), 
Muenter (S. Ill.). — Teachers: Muehl (Centr.), 
Seevers (S.E.). — Professors: Fuerbringer, 
Spiegel, Bickel, Poehler. — Chairman: Dr. 


Oliver R. Harms. 

Reports and Memorials 101—147 (1 to 
196); 149—155 (197—212); 157—158 
(213—214); 160—165 (215—226); 9513 
(464); 515—516 (465—468); 1013—1014 
(710); 1020 (716—717); 1027 (725). 


This committee meets at the Whitcomb 
Jotel, San Francisco, Calif., Friday, June 12, 
Tel 0-00 ALM. (2 Dy T.)r 


COMMITTEE NO. 2. MISSIONS 


District Presidents: Lorberg (Fla.-Ga.), L. 
<. Meyer (N.Dak.), Schneider (Brazil) , 
<roeger (Argentine). — Pastors: Weber (Atl1.), 
Young (Calif. & Nev.), Plunkett (Centr.), 
frankenstein (C. Ill.), Rumsch (Engl.), Nie- 
mann (Ia.E.), Fields (Ia. W.), Bickel (Man. 
, Sask.), Biesenthal (Mich.), Haak (Minn.), 
seckband (Mont.), Schedler (N. Wis.), Thieme 
(N. Ill.), Falkenroth (N. Nebr.), Frank (Okla.), 
Jumz (Ont.), Johnson (S. Wis.), Hunt (S. E:); 


Yebauer (S.), O. Schmidt (S.Ill), Scherer 
‘West.).— Laymen: Stowell (Atl.), Kastner 
‘A.B.C.), Wyneken (Calif. & Nev.), Keske 
Centr.), Conner (Colo.), Arnold (East.), 


foeferkamp (Engl.), Duitsmann (Kans.), Pul- 
ord (Mich.), Pfeiffer (Minn.), Jergens 
Ja. W.), Schmidtke (N. Ill.), Kappen (N. W.), 
Mlattis (Brazil), Kuester (S. Wis.) , Kletke (Ss: 
Yalif.), Lambrecht (S. Nebr.), Twinn (Tex.). 
— Teachers: Gehrs -(N. Ill.), Dreyer -(Minn.), 
jede (Atl.). — Professors: Wm. Danker, 


MAY 19, 1959 


Eggold, Keller, Gross. — Chairman: Dr. Her- 
man Harms: 


Reports and Memorials 401—406 (324 to 
369); 408—419 (373—407); 517 (469) ; 
1019 (716). 


This committee meets at the Whitcomb Ho- 
tel, Monday, June 15, at 10:00 A. M. (P. D. it) Fe 


COMMITTEE NO. 3. INTERSYNODICAL 
AND DOCTRINAL MATTERS 


District _Presidents: Wiederaenders (Tex.), 
Nitz (Calif. & Nev.), Werfelmann (N. IIL), 
Kohn (S.E.). — Pastors: Miller (Centr.), 


Wyssmann (Cc. Ill.), Nau (N. Wis.), Schroeder 
(Mich.), Brill (Minn.), Grotelueschen (N. IIl.), 
Nickel (N. Nebr.), Schlecht (Tex.), Lohmann 
(West.). — Laymen: Seim (Colo.), Wendt 
(East.), Piehl (Ia.E.), Koester (la. W.), 
Treiber (Mich.), Davis (Minn.), Padrutt (N. 
Wis.), Bein (S. Wis.). — Teachers: Koehler 
(Engl.), Dierker (West.).— Professors: Franz- 
mann, Wunderlich, Kramer, Zimmermann. — 
Chairman: Dr. Roland Wiederaenders. 


Reports and Memorials 601, 601-A, 601-B 
(478—491) ; 604—606 (494—500); 608 to 
616 (502—510); 618—629 (511—531); 
1024 (719—720). 


This committee meets at the Whitcomb Ho- 


tel, Friday June 12, at 10:00 A.M. (P.D.T.). 
COMMITTEE NO. 4 
PARISH EDUCATION 
District President: Janzow (S. Ill.).— Pas- 


tors: Gall (Atl.), H. J. Meyer (Centr.), Har- 
tenberger (East.), Holstein (la. W.), Daenzer 
(Mich.), A. Affeldt (Minn.), Schleicher (S. 
Dak.).— Laymen: Koch (A.B.C.), Kranish 
(Cal. & Nev.), Henrich (Centr.), Limpert 
(Minn.), Felten (Engl.), Corniels (N.IIl.), 
Bartsch (Tex.) — Teachers: Buerger (C. IIl.), 
Brandt (la. E.), Leuthauser (Mich.), Hase- 
mann (N.Ill.), Wendland (S. Wis.).— Pro- 
fessors: Koehneke, Maehr. — Chairman: Dr. 
Walter F. Lichtsinn. 


Reports and Memorials 159 (214—215) ; 
201 (227—286). 


This committee meets at the Whitcomb Ho- 
tel, Monday, June 15, at 10:00 A.M. (P.D.T.). 


COMMITTEE NO. 5 
YOUNG PEOPLE'S WORK 


District President: Niedner (N. Nebr.).— 
Pastors: Albohm (Atl.), Zeisser (Centr.), 
Heintzen (C.Ill.), Wedig (Colo.), Eggers 
(Engl.), Heidenreich (Mich.), Fellwock 
(Minn.).— Laymen; Contois (Cal. & Nev.), 
Zitzelsberger (Mich.), Goebel (Minn.), Polzin 
(N. Wis.), Kuhlmann (Okla.), Brockmann 
(Tex.). — Teachers: Moeller (Mich.), K. 
Meyer (West.). — Professor: Stuenkel. — 


Chairman: Rev. F. A. Niedner. 
Reports and Memorials 301—302 (306 to 
323). 
COMMITTEE NO. 6 
CONSTITUTIONAL MATTERS 


District Presidents: Wittmer (West.), Krue- 


ger ~(Centr.), Krieger (Mich.). — Pastors: 
Kuehn (Atl.), Kammrath (Engl.), Willer 
(Fla.-Ga.), Brammer (la. E.), Fritz (N. Dak), 
Ludwig (N.Wis.), Kohn (N.IIl.), Droege- 
mueller (S. Wis.), Runge (S. E.). — Laymen: 
Olson (Centr.), Koehler (East.), Turnock 
(Engl.), Ioerger (Kans.), Stoeffler (Mich.), 
Felten (Minn.), Hartwick (N. Wis.), Streuter 
(S. Ill.). — Teachers: Richert (Mich.), Gruber 
(West.). — Professors: Beto, Wuerffel. — 


Chairman: Dr. Arnold H. Grumm. 
Reports and Memorials 501—505 (408 to 
451); 901 (663); 1016 (711—712). 


This committee meets at the Whitcomb Ho- 
tel, Friday, June 12, at 10:00 A.M. (P.D.T.). 


COMMITTEE NO. 7 
LODGES AND BOY SCOUTS 


District President: Lobeck (la. W.).— Pas- 
tors: Luebkemann (Cal. & Nev.), Matthias 
(Centr.), Zimmermann (C. IIl.), Friedrich 
(Minn.), Dryer (N. Nebr.), Barth (S. Wis.) .— 
Laymen: Krueger (East.), Weis (Engl.), 
Zuehlke (Mich), Holt (N.Dak.), Behrens 
(N. Ill.), Boxdorfer (West.). — Teacher: Firn- 
haber (S. Calif.). — Professor: Merkens. — 
Chairman: Rev. G. W. Lobeck. 


Reports and Memorials 526 (476—477) ; 
602—603 (491—494); 607 (500—502). 


This committee meets at the Whitcomb Ho- 
tel, Tuesday, June 16, at 10:00 A. M. (P. D. ED) 
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COMMITTEE NO.8. PUBLICATIONS 


District President: Hellbusch (Colo.) — Pas- 
tors: Von Schlichten (Atl.), Toelke (Engl.), 
Roehrs (Mich.), Geske (Minn.), Bohlman 
(N. Ill.), Stapf (S. Dak.), Ott (West.). — Lay- 
men; Larson (Cal. & Nev.), Divine (Ia. E.), 
Ahlskog (N. W.), Bergmann (S. Wis.). — 
Teachers: Siems (Centr.), Tegtmeier (S. Nebr.). 
— Professors: Caemmerer, Bredemeier. — 
Chairman; Rev. H. H. Hellbusch. 


Reports and Memorials 701—705 (532 to 
998); 707—710 (563—569); 715 (571); 
1015 (711). 


COMMITTEE NO. 9 
HYMNOLOGY AND LITURGICS 


District President: Bensene (N. W.). — Pas- 
tors: Hoelter (Cal. & Nev.), Melinat (N. Ill.), 
C. Selle (S. Wis.). — Laymen: Wargo (Atl.), 
Dillon (West.). — Teachers: Rosenthal 
(Centr.), Hoyer (Colo.), Kamprath (Mich.), 
Obst (N. Wis.), Hitzemann (N. Ill.), Schoen- 
leber (S.I.), Garske  (Tex.), Toensing 
(West.). — Professors: Buszin, Maurer. — 
Chairman; Rev. Carl H. Bensene. 


Reports and Memorials 525 (474—475); 
706 (558—562) ; 711—713 (569—571). 


COMMITTEE NO. 10 
SUPPORT AND PENSIONS 


District President: Freiburger (Mont.).— 
Pastors: Schlecht (Mich.), Fedder (N. Ill.), 
Boxdorfer (S. Cal.), Saeger (S. Nebr.), Krause 
(West.). — Laymen: Heitmeyer (Centr.), 
Kronbach (Engl.), Baehr (Mich.), Olsen 
(Minn.), Fahnestock (N. Nebr.) , Winges (Ont.), 
Bultmann (S. Wis.). — Teachers: Handrick 
(S. Wis.), Leeseberg (Atl.). — Professor: 
Kruse. — Chairman: Rev. Paul M. Freiburger. 


Reports and Memorials 156 (212); 805 to 
807 (630—639) ; 812—815 (642—645) ; 822 
(662). 


COMMITTEE NO. 11. FINANCES 


District Baxmann (S. Wis.), 
Behrend (Okla.). — Pastors: Riedel (Atl.), 
Beiderwieden (C.Ill.), Drews (East.), Kiss- 
ling (Engl.), Zeile (Mich.), Hansen (Minn.), 
Klug (N.Wis.), Piehler (N.Ill.), Bernthal 
(N. Nebr.), Werning (S. Nebr.), Droegemueller 
(Tex.). — Laymen: Hey (Centr.), Thielking 
(Ia. W.), Franklin (Kans.), Frank (Mich.), 
Ross (Minn.), Fischer (N.Dak.), Kettner 
(N. Ill.) , Jeppesen (Ont.), Schwengel (S. Wis.), 
Taylor (S.E.), Luecke (S.). — Teacher: 
Schoennauer (N. W.). — Professors: Gienapp, 
Neeb. — Chairman: Rev. H. W. Baxmann. 


Reports and Memorials 714 (571); 801 to 
804 (572—629); 808—811 (640—642) ; 
816—821 (645—661); 1003 (672—681). 


This committee meets at the Whitcomb Ho- 
tel, Friday, June 12, at 10:00 A.M. (P.D.T.). 


COMMITTEE NO. 12 
PUBLIC RELATIONS 


District President: Rippe (Atl.). — Pastors: 
Woldt (Engl.), P. Krause (Minn.), Going 
(N.Ill.), Schramm (N.W.), Schneider (S. 
Wis.), Hussmann (S.Nebr.), Oecelschlaeger 
(West.). — Laymen; Schumann (Atl.), Lueb- 
ken (Ia. W.), Betker (Mich.), Gast (N. Wis.), 
Schertel (West.). — Teacher: Moses (Centr.). 
— Professors: Von Rohr Sauer, Mehl. — 
Chairman: Dr. H. J. Rippe. 


Reports and. Memorials 1001—1002 (664 
to 672); 1008 (694—696); 1025 (720 to 
(PD) 


Presidents: 


COMMITTEE NO. 13 
MISCELLANEOUS 


District Presidents: W. H. Meyer (Kans.), 
Stahlke (Minn.).— Pastors: Bringewatt (Atl.), 


Bicker (East.), Steffen (Ia. W.), Schoenow 
(Mich.), Marxhausen (Minn.), Elbert (N. Ill), 
Krinke (N.W.), Guenther (S.IIll.), Staehr 


(S. Nebr.), Walter (Tex.).— Laymen: Heuser 
(Centr.), Luedke (C.Ill.), Bowman (Engl.), 


Hamel (Mich.), Hansen (Minn.), Krohmer 
(N. Ill.), Gienapp (S. Dak.), Walberg (S. Wis.), 
Runge (West.). — Teacher: Kohtz (N. Nebr.). 


— Professor: A. E. Meyer. Chairman: Rev. W. 

H. Meyer. 

Reports and Memorials 148 (197); 202 
to 204 (287—305); 407 (369—373); 506 
to 512 (452—463); 514 (464465); 518 
to 524 (469—474); 617 (510—511); 1004 
to 1007 (681—694); 1009—1012 (697 to 


on 


709); 1017—1018 (712—715); 1021 to 
1023 (717—719) ; 1028—1029 (726—727) ; 
1030—1031 (727—728). 


This committee meets at the Whitcomb Ho- 
tel, Monday, June 15, at 10:00 A. M. (P. D. T.). 


COMMITTEE NO. 14 
CREDENTIALS AND REGISTRATION 


Pastors: Rubin (Cal. & Nev.), Janke (Cal. & 
Nev.).— Laymen: Krause (Cal. & Nev.), 
Haussman (Cal. & Nev.).— Teacher: Mohr 
(Cal. & Nev.). — Chairman: Rev. A. L. Rubin. 


COMMITTEE NO. 15 
APPLICATION FOR MEMBERSHIP 


Pastors: Schedler (S. Wis.), Wenger (S. Ill.). 
— Layman: Nolting (West.). — Teacher: Pohl- 
man (S. Calif.). — Chairman: Rev. A. Schedler. 


COMMITTEE NO. 16. NOMINATIONS 


(This committee was appointed by the 
Selection Committee elected at the St. Paul 
convention): Pastors: Polack (Cal. & Nev.), 


Selle (S. Wis.), Eickhoff (West.), Becker 
(Okla.), Kennell (S.), Barth (Engl.), Harley 
(Tex.). — Laymen: Koch (Centr.), Heinz 


(Ila. E.), Kammrath (S. Cal.), Mueller (S.E.), 
Schur (Atl.). — Teachers: Arnst_ (N. Ill), 
Keuer (Tex.), Eggers (Colo.).— Chairman: 
Rev. V. Selle. 


COMMITTEE NO. 17. ELECTIONS 
Pastor: Schnedler (Centr.). — Layman: 
Carlington (N. W.). — Teacher: Albers (West.). 
— Chairman; Rev. E. Schnedler. 
COMMITTEE NO. 18. EXCUSES 


Pastors: Baumgaertner (Mich.), Schroeder 


(West.). — Laymen: Rausch (Centr.), Mayer 
(Man. & Sask.), Walter (Minn.), Gumprecht 
(N. Ill.). — Teacher: Noenning (Minn.). — 


Chairman: Rev. J. Baumgaertner. 


COMMITTEE NO. 19. APPEALS 
This committee is to be elected by Synod. 


A section of our Synod’s Bylaws which 
applies to every voting and advisory delegate, 
and of which everyone should take note, 
reads: “‘All duly elected delegates and ad- 
visory members shall attend all sessions reg- 
ularly until the close of the convention. 
Delegates who arrive late or leave early, or 
who do not attend at all, shall present a 
written excuse.” 


May God graciously send His guardian 
angels to protect all delegates on their jour- 
neys to and from the convention! May He 
bestow on the convention the great blessings 
of loyalty to His Word, of true unity and 
peace, and grant our church consecration, 
willingness, and determination to undertake 
the work which He would have us do to 
His glory, to the extension of His kingdom 
and the salvation of blood-bought souls! 


J. W. BEHNKEN, President of Synod 


Nore: Inadvertently the name of President 
Goetz (N. Wis.) was omitted from Com- 
mittee No. 1. 


Notices 


Ordinations and Installations 
Installed: pea ORS 


Beyer, Paul H., St.John, Horicon, Wis., by 
H. H. Laabs, April 5. 

Buelow, Donald W., Peace, Hutchinson, Minn., 
by A. H. Fellwock, April 12. 

Buelow, Julius, as asst. pastor, Peace, Hutchin- 
son, Minn., by Donald W. Buelow, April 12. 

Feuerstein, Charles P., Redeemer, Portsmouth; 
Va., by Paul A. Plawin, April 5. 

Freiburger, Emil, as inst. chaplain, in Zion, 
Chippewa Falls, Wis., by Pres. Lloyd H. 
Goetz, April 12. 

Griesse, Arnold G., St. Paul, Latimer, Iowa, 
by Arthur F. Lindner, April 5. 

Gutekunst, C. C., St. John, Monticello, Iowa, 
by Wm. F. Reddel, April 5. 

Hoffman, Herman F., Zion, Hoffman, and 
Bethlehem, Herman, Minn., by K. K. Hill, 
April 5. 

Kamphoefner, Robert F., Immanuel, Dundee, 
Ill., by E. T. Grotelueschen, April 12. 
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Landgraf, Wm. G., Jr., Immanuel, Lidderdale, 
Iowa, by L. S. Winter, April 5. 

Miller, Herbert R., Grace, Pine Bluffs, Wyo., 
and Zion, Grover, Colo., by John F. Hennig, 
April 5. ws 

Pelikan, Theodore, as assoc. pastor, Trinity 
(Slovak), Chicago, Il]., by Edgar H. Behrens, 
March 22. 

Puder, William L., asst. pastor, First Imman- 
uel, Chicago, Ill., by Ralph L. Moellering, 
Sept. 23, 1956. 

Ristow, Leonard E., Concordia, Jamestown, 
N. Dak., by Edward J. Rutter, April 5. 

Rolf, Robert F., Gethsemane, Ft. Wayne, Ind., 
by H. M. Luecke, April 5. 

Roth, William H., St. John, Wharton, Tex., by 
O. C. Schreiner, April 5. 

Schmidt, John T., St. Paul, Wauneta, Nebr., by 
Walter A. Meyer, April 12. 

Schroeder, Theo. O., Immanuel, New Wells, 
Mo., by Henry J. Luker, April 5. 

Strand, Ahlert J. C., Grace, Del Rio, Tex., by 
Eldor Mickan, April 5. 


Wilkening, Richard A., Faith, Black Oak 
(Gary), Ind. by G. C. Meilaender, 
March 22. 


Official Notices 


Rev. Alfred Lueders, Covington, Ky., has 
been appointed Visitor of Circuit F of the 
Central District to succeed Rev. Oscar Decker. 

Rev. O. C. Riemer, Cross Plains, Ind.. has 
been appointed Visitor of Circuit Q of the 
Central District to succeed Rev. Paul Schwan. 
— Orromar Kruecer, President, Central Dis- 
trict. 


Rev. Corliss G. Stockamp, Salt Lake City, 
Utah, has been appointed Visitor of the Utah 
Circuit to succeed Rev. Herbert R. Miller, 
who accepted a call into another circuit. — 
Hersert H. HetisuscH, President, Colorado 
District. 


Rev. Walter W. Stoeppelwerth, Oberlin, 
Kans., has been appointed Visitor of the Lu- 
dell Circuit (No.12) to serve the unexpired 
term of Rev. Milan Nesko, who has resigned 
as pastor and Visitor. —W. H. Meyer, Presi- 
dent, Kansas District. 


Rev. Edwin H. Kringel, Wilson, N.C., has 
been appointed Visitor of Circuit 8 to suc- 
ceed Rev. Paul Dannenfeldt, who has ac- 
cepted a call into another circuit. — WILLIAM 
H. Koun, President, Southeastern District. 


Rev. Robert J. Martens, Carlyle, Ill., has 
been appointed Visitor of the Centralia Cir- 
cuit to succeed Rev. Stanley Harre, who ac- 
cepted a call into another District.— W. THEOo- 
PHIL JANZOw, President, Southern Illinois Dis- 
trict. 


Call for Nominations 


With the permission of the Board for Mis- 
sions in North and South America, the Board 
of Control of the Proseminary Department of 
Seminario Concordia, Porto Alegre, Brazil, 
asks all synodical congregations of our 
church to nominate candidates for the office 
of Director of the Normal Department. The 
candidate should be a theologian, a Brazilian, 
and have the necessary degrees for this posi- 
tion. All nominations should be in the hands 
of the secretary of the Board by June 30. — 
Rev. Grorce MUvueEtier, Secretary, Board of 
Control, Rua Ernesto Fontoura 866, Porto 
Alegre, Rio Grande do Sul, Brazil. 


Calls Accepted 


Dr. John Klotz, River Forest, Ill., has ac- 
cepted the call to Concordia Senior College, 
Fort Wayne, Ind., as professor in the depart- 
ment of natural sciences. 

Dr. Harold Haas, Fort Wayne, Ind., has ac- 
cepted the call as associate professor in the 
department of psychology.—C. E. Auvticx, 
Secretary, Board of Control. 


54th National Convention 
Associated Lutheran Charities 


The 54th national convention of the Asso- 
ciated Lutheran Charities (within the Synod- 
ical Conference) will be held at the Hotel 
Statler, St. Louis, Mo., Sept. 29 and 30, 1959. 
Convention theme: “The Little Christ.’’ Open- 
ing sermon by Dr. Alfred O. Fuerbringer, 
president of the St.Louis seminary. Other 
speakers: Rev. Edgar F. Witte, Chicago; Rev. 
Reuben Spannaus, Addison, Ill.; Rev. John 
Angle, Detroit; Dr. Henry F. Wind, St. Louis: 
Rey. Harold Johnson, South Bend, Ind.: and 
Rev. W. Theophil Janzow, President of the 
Southern Illinois District. Staff, board, and 
volunteer personnel of welfare and chap- 
laincy agencies will find much valuable in- 
formation presented in the sessions. — Rev. 
LEsLig F. WeseEr, Secretary. 
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Notices 


Many delegates and visitors to the Sa 
F maiieiecs convention will visit Yosemite Na- 
tional Park. They are reminded that thes 
North San Joaquin Circuit of the California 
and Nevada District provides services each 
Sunday at 11 A.M. in the Old Village at the: 
Chapel. — Rev. E. A. WEssEL, Chairman, Yo- 
semite Lutheran Summer Pulpit. ' 


From July 5 to Sept. 6 the Eastern District) 
will conduct 11 A.M. services in the St. Olaf 
Chapel on the south shore of Fourth Lake > 
in the Fulton Chain of the Adirondack Moun-- 
tains. The chapel is two miles west of Inlet,, 
N.Y.,— Rev. Witttam A. Drews, 112 Capeni 
Blvd., Buffalo, 23, N.Y. 


Faith Church, Fort Stockton, Tex., invites 3 
to its 9 A.M. Sunday services Lutherans who ) 
may be attending the Fort Stockton_Centen- « 
nial (June 21—28) or vacationing in Big Bend] 
National Park. — Rev. Martin R. Tappey, 705) 
N. Rio St., Fort Stockton, Tex. 


Pastors: Changes of Address 


Bickel, Eldor F., 1601 W. Holmes Rd., 
Lansing 10, Mich. f 

Boeche, Harold, 422 D Ave., Coronado, Calif. 

Felten, P. H., em., 168 Nataqua, 
Pacifica, Calif. 

Frederking, Victor E., 1135 Mentor Ave., 
Mentor, Ohio 

Graupner, Herbert H., 303 Dale St., 
Flushing, Mich. 

Jeschke, Edward K., School St., 
Hop Bottom, Pa. 

Kollmann, Alvin V., 123 Kingsbury Court, 
Collinsville, Tl. 

Kuehl, Otto, R. 2, Montevideo, Minn. 

Lehenbauer, George W., em., 708 Medford, 
Topeka, Kans. 

Lentz, Daniel, Box 428, Wilkie, Sask., 
Canada 

Miller, Herbert R., 417 W. Eighth, 
Pine Bluffs, Wyo. 

Misner, Lary G., 1679 Columbia Dr., 
Decatur, Ga. 

Moeller, Theodore C., Jr., he 
4518 Westward Dr., Wichita Falls, Tex. 

Neumann, Robert, 2225 S. Fountain, 
Wichita, Kans. 

Ochs, Rudolph L., Box 395, Wisner, Nebr. 

Petersen, Thomas E., 1301 Hogan Lane, 
Waco, Tex. 

Riedel, E. Paul, 312 Palouse, 
Wenatchee, Wash. 

Riess, Richard A., 419 E. Park St., 
Riverton, Wyo. 

Rische, Gerhardt G., 314 S. Pascagoula, 
Pascagoula, Miss. 

Thielo, Paul J., 286 Ogden Ave., 
Teaneck, N. J. 


Letters 


Letters to this department must be 
signed. Names will be withheld upon 
request. The opinions expressed are not 
necessarily those of the Editors, who 
may reject, print in full, or omit matter 
not pertinent. 


She Asked God 


_ Some of our Lutheran men and women 
in the Armed Forces of our country are 
serving our church loyally in foreign lands. 
Such an example is Mrs. Ralph Searle, 
wife of Major Ralph Searle of Johnson 
Air Force Base, Japan. Soon after her 
arrival in Japan she started a Bible class 
in her home on the base for several of 


the Japanese young people who work on 
the base. 


Mrs. Searle is the former Edith Muel- 
ler of Houston, Tex., and lately of Pastor 
H. Heckman’s congregation in Harlingen, 
Tex. She is very proud of the fact that 


Dr. J. W. Behnken both baptized and con- 
firmed her. 


The Japanese young people in her class 
meet in her home once a week, but often 
drop in informally to ask questions about 
their lessons. She assists them with the 
lessons sent out by the Japan Lutheran 
Hour of our church. This is a series of 


THE LUTHERAN WITNESS 


Mrs. Searle’s Bible Class 


12 lessons in the Japanese language with 
an English translation for the convenience 
of the teacher. The student studies the 
lesson, then answers the questions on the 
form and returns it to the Lutheran Hour 
Office in the Tokyo Lutheran Center. 
There it is corrected and returned to the 
student with the next lesson. 


One of her students has been baptized 
by Rev. Max Zschiegner of the Tokyo 
Lutheran Center and has gone to the 
States to join her serviceman husband. 
Several others in the class will soon be 
ready for Baptism. Those who live in the 
area Mrs. Searle has connected with our 
church in Hanno, which is adjacent to the 
base and is served by Rev. Albert Carow, 
who returned recently from his furlough 
in the States. 


Rev. George Shibata of Tokyo has oc- 
casionally attended her classes to answer 
questions and explain some knotty prob- 
lems in the Japanese language. Since this 
is an hour-and-a-half trip by train from 
the center of Tokyo, it is difficult for her 
to obtain much help. Although the Jap- 
anese working on the base understand and 
speak some English, there is much that 
they do not readily understand, especially 
in such an unknown field as Christianity. 


Mrs. Searle wrote the following com- 
ment on her experience in Japan: 

“My first day in Japan I asked myself 
this question over and over, Why am I in 
Japan? If I would have asked the United 
States Government, they would have an- 
swered, ‘To secure Japan.’ If I would have 
asked the United States Air Force, they 
would have answered, ‘Join the Air Force, 
and see the world.’ If I would have asked 
my dear husband, he would have an- 
swered, ‘To fight life’s battles together and 
share the blessings of our marriage.’ But 
I asked God. He in turn asked me, as 
His dear Son Jesus Christ asked Simon 
Peter, ‘Lovest thou Me? Then feed My 
sheep, and feed My lambs.’ 

“Then my thoughts turned to the re- 
‘mark that Dr. J. W. Behnken made to me. 
Shortly after my husband received his 
overseas orders for Japan, Dr. Behnken, 
called to preach the Reformation sermon 
in Brownsville, Tex., was the honored 
guest for the day in our home in Harlin- 
gen, Tex. My husband remarked to him, 
‘Edith does not want to go to Japan be- 
cause she is afraid she will not find any 
church work to do.’ ‘Oh, Edith,’ remarked 
Dr. Behnken, ‘you have never known what 
church work means until you get to 
Japan.’ He was never more right. I never 
realized, and I am quite confident that the 
majority of the people in our blessed and 
beloved United States of America do not 
realize, the blessing and privilege of know- 
ing and being able to worship the one and 
only true God.” 


Tokyo, Japan 
May 19, 1959 


Mrs. OTTO E, ‘THEISS 
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Our Outreach for Christ 


Report of Synod’s Treasurer 


Districts 


Alberta and British Columbia 
Atlantic 

California and Nevada 
Central 

Central Illinois 
Colorado 

Eastern 

English 
Florida-Georgia 
Iowa East 

lowa West 

Kansas 

Manitoba and Saskatchewan 
Michigan 
Minnesota 
Montana 

North Dakota 
North Wisconsin 
Northern Illinois 
Northern Nebraska 
Northwest 
Oklahoma 

Ontario 

South Dakota 
South Wisconsin 
Southeastern 
Southern 

Southern California 
Southern Illinois 
Southern Nebraska 
Texas 

Western 


Total from Districts 
Sundry Sources (Estimate) 


Operating Statement 1959 


Required Feb. | to April 30 
Received Feb. 1 to April 30 


The offerings presented to the Lord 
by our people show a 31% increase 
for April 1959 over April 1958: 


April 1959 $1,491,000 
April 1958 1,139,187 
Increase $ 3516813 


For the first three months of 1959 
the total increase is 23.5%: 


Three months, 1959 $3,430,904 
Three months, 1958 2,777,686 


Increase SeODo ZS 


1. This is the largest budget income 
for April in our church’s history. 

2. Nevertheless we are still 12.5% 
short of the pledged District goal 
for the first three months. 

3. Besides, the total pledged by the 
Districts for fiscal 1959 is $230,000 
short of the $16,500,000 goal. 

4. There are a number of congregations 
that are far short of their goal. 


LL ere 
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Budget Receipts 


2/1/59 to 4/30/59 3/12 of Goal 
$ 16,253.26 $ 17,499 
160,236.48 200,001 
77,500.00 77,499 
269,447.36 318,750 
127,000.00 126,999 
48,943.11 48,750 
80,986.63 98,001 
188,315.01 225,000 
21,480.20 21,249 
82,650.00 82,650 
121,699.00 140,751 
101,500.00 111,249 
— 17,499 
290,154.60 341,250 
317,449.59 354,999 
11,656.12 17,499 
42,804.42 43,374 
S225 559/053) iSSa750) 
223,971.95 PT EM 
68,413.04 86.250 
76,249.89 76,251 
31,374.95 30,750 
37,500.00 37,500 
54,440.21 Se Oil 
200,564.04 225,000 
70,500.00 70,500 
28,749.99 28,749 
65,000.00 65,001 
2205-5 82,500 
90,487.61 99,501 
90,000.00 114,999 
230,962.33 275,001 
$3,430,904.67 ILI S23} 
150,000 


$4,125,000.00 (3/12 of $16,500,000) 
3 


2 
430,904.67 


$ 694,095.33 


5. A few Districts have advanced funds 
to keep up their payments of one 
twelfth of their pledge each month. 

6. The Lord wants every congregation 
and every member to do His work. 


Would it be possible to use May and 
June to make a thorough check in each 
congregation as to the possibility of 
giving the Lord’s work full support in 
the months ahead? And then in Jesus’ 
name do something about giving or 
continuing this full support? 

Every reader of this column can help 
along by urging that this be done in 
his or her home congregation. 

We have by the grace of God made 
a wonderful start in 1959 — far beyond 
expectation. Let all those who love 
the Lord and His work do their share 
that we go forward in His name. 

ARNOLD H. GRUMM 
Synod’s First Vice-President 
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This timely new book discusses a delicate problem and faces it frankly. 


PLANNED PARENTHOOD ** "iriceN™°! 


LIGHT OF CHRISTIAN ETHI 


By Dr. Alfred M. Rehwinkel 


} 
} 
; 
i 


Is it morally right or wrong to limit the size of one’s 
family? Christian families need expert help with this con 
troversial subject — one that is not easily discussed even wit 
those qualified to advise. 

“For the first time a Protestant publication has 
come to grips with the moral, natural, and religious 
implications of family planning.” 

— Dr. Wesley A. Dunn, Asst. Director, Child Guidane 
Clinic of Marion County (Indianapolis, Ind.) 


“This book should be most helpful to ministers . . . 
and to Christian parents. The Biblical background 1 
a new approach and very enlightening. Parents nee 
this background to settle their own thinking about a 
most crucial problem.” 

— Geneva B. Turner, board member, Columbus (Ohio) ' 
Planned Parenthood Assn.. 


“IT shall be happy to recommend it.” 


— Iver Olson, Augsburg College and| 
Theological Seminary ' 


Dr. Rehwinkel provides a broad review of the information | 
you need to make your own decision! He doesn’t impose his ; 
own ideas. Rather, he reviews the history of birth-control. 
practices, gives the stand of prominent church bodies, dis- : 
cusses the many factors involved, then leads you through 
intelligent discussions for and against voluntary birth control. | 

By the end of the book your conflicts are resolved: you 
will be able to make a firm decision “in accordance with 
God’s will and purpose and with a good conscience enjoy 
the blessings intended for Christian husbands and wives by 
the Creator.” 


132 pages. Two low-cost bindings from 
which to choose. 


Cloth bound 5%) x8 $2.25 
| Order No. 15W1836 
‘Paper bound 5X7 $1.50 


Order No. 12W2105 


CONCORDIA PUBLISHING HOUSE 
3558 S. Jefferson Ave. : = 
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St. Louis 18, Missouri mar 
OD RE ate 
Please send me: IROtwW 
No. 15W1836, PLANNED PARENTHOOD, by Rehwinkel, @ $2.25 (cloth) Bie: “ 
No. 12W2105, PLANNED PARENTHOOD, by Rehwinkel, @ $1.50 (paper) CP Mt og 
O +a ae 
1 enclose $ _ 
(To cover partial cost of shipping end postage — on all h a Q= 
dollar of your total purchase. Actual transportation none will be baa Bere Anes: Q > 
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Address all a | 
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